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The Seven Areas of Imam Al-Abbas Reality World

Conclusions

The following points are concluded out of this study:

1. Interactionist discourse represented in the analysed text is hardly to
be understood unless the context is taken as a reflexive tool of language-
in-use.

2. The linguistics structures of the text are used to highly build up
significance (importance, relevance) for particular things related to the
reality world under study.

3. The activities (practices) building requirements are strict due to
particular linguistic expressions that reflect the intentions of the Infallible/
Immaculate Imam.

4. The language used in the text reflects a set of identities in one whole
unified identity of Al-Abbas which is highly dynamic in the culture that
surrounded it and the social groups that embraced it.

5. The relationships building tool shows that language is employed to
serve the purpose of the subject matter of the text; believing in the content
of the text.

6. Grand traits, brave acts, and practical and loyal activities of Al-Abbas
are quite clear in the politics practiced in the text.

7. The Infallible/lmmaculate Imam sets up the following connections:
1. Manipulate words (well) — control the meanings of words — control
the words other people use — control their perceptions and behavior
— control reality; and 2. Building connections between Himself and His
Uncle, Al-Abbas, between Himself and His listeners and believers at the
time of reciting the ziyara, and connections between those listeners and
believers of all times and ages and Al-Abbas.

8. A very vivid language variety is recorded in this analysed text in
order to reflect a highly deep sign system that revolves around building a
particular politics. This is so because the mastery, use, and maintenance of
languages, dialects, sign systems, and ways of knowing the world are, for
the people who "own'" them, social goods.
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connections:

1. Manipulate words (well) — control the meanings of words — control the
words other people use — control their perceptions and behavior — control
reality;

2. Building connections between Himself and His Uncle, Al-Abbas,
between Himself and His listeners and believers at the time of reciting the
ziyara, and connections between those listeners and believers of all times and
ages and Al-Abbas.

3.8 Working with the Sign Systems and Knowledge Building Tool

All the different sign systems are important to the people who use them
and at least partly define their identities in terms of them. We contest, as well,
different ways of knowing the world. \We can use language to make or construe
certain sign systems and certain forms of knowledge and belief as better as or
worse than others, as relevant or privileged or not in a given context. We can
build privilege or prestige for one sign system over others or for one way of
claiming knowledge over other ways. (Gee, 2011 135ff).

A very vivid language variety is recorded in this analysed text in order to
reflect a highly deep sign system that revolves around building a particular
politics. This is so because the mastery, use, and maintenance of languages,
dialects, sign systems, and ways of knowing the world are, for the people who
"own" them, social goods. Thus, when we use language to build them up or
tear them down, we are engaged in politics in the sense of building viewpoints
on the distribution of social goods in society. Words are related to words in
the text in hands. They are also related to images that the text attempts to
show: Great personalities contribute strongly in the composition of perfect
character through their model conducts and high standards. From this cause it
has been important to introduce such characters to the seekers of perfection
so that they will be acquainted with the qualifications that authorised such
characters to attain perfection and become cynosures of humankind. This
perfect personality is Al-Abbas ibn Ali upon whom the Infallible/lmmaculate
Imam conferred the finest words of praise and laudation.
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texts: all elementary discourse units are correlated to each other for the sake of
presenting well-framed texts of different situations or subject matters.

2. In the selected text, subordination surpasses coordination. In more
definite terms, the selected text is in favour of both foregrounding information
in similar or different multiple units and also backgrounding information which
frames the situations or subject matters in the main clause.

3. The text shows intrasentential hierarchical textual structure, but with high
degrees.

4. The selected text is considered long-sentencing text. However, much
more information is packaged in the analysed discourse units of the text.

3.6 Working with the Politics Building Tool

Among the very illuminating and supreme examples of such social goods
that are to be initiated in the politics of the Infallible/lmmaculate Imam are:
treating the addressed character of Al-Abbas with each and every degree
of respect; acting, speaking, and encouraging listeners (i.e. believers) to
respectfully hold the character of Al-Abbas with no deference; and showing
those grand traits, brave acts, and practical and loyal activities of Al-Abbas
(ibid: 90).

3.7 Working with the Connections Building Tool

Things in the world can be seen as connected and relevant to each
other (or not) in a great many different ways. We use language to connect or
disconnect things and to make things relevant to each other or not. Sometimes
connections are not made explicit because the speaker assumes the listener
will make them. The speaker leaves the connections to the "Fill in Tool'. At
other times speakers want to manipulate how listeners think about particular
connections and what connections they make in their minds, so they word
what they have to say to accomplish these goals (Gee, 2011: 126ff).

The Infallible/lmmaculate Imam used words as his basic tool for achieving
connections as accurately as he wished. Nothing is left to the 'Fill in Tool". This
basic tool was also used for the manipulation of reality. To illustrate, if you can
control the meaning of words, you can control the people who must use the
words. In other words, words are tools for manipulating reality. But it is not really
words that manipulate reality; it is the manipulation of words (ibid.).

Accordingly, the Infallible/lmmaculate Imam sets up the following
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he had the epithet 'As-Saqgqgaa-the provider of water;

4. 'Hamilul-Liwaa'= The holding of standards in wars was the most
significant position in armies. Standards are given exclusively to the soldier
who enjoys special military abilities. During the battle of At-Taff, the standard
was in the hands of Abul-Fadhl Al-Abbas who preserved and held it until the
last spark of his life. He protected that standard so bravely and uniquely that he
embraced it to his chest when his two hands were severed; and

5. 'Babul-Hawaaij'= People believed that God will surely satisfy the needs of
one who implores to Him by seeking the intercession of Al-Abbas because of
the special rank that he enjoys in the sight of Almighty God and for dedicating
himself to the obedience to Imam Al-Hussein. Hence, Al-Abbas is called
'Babul-Hawaaij-the door to the fulfilment of needs'.

According to what has been explained above, the language used in the
text reflects the identity of Al-Abbas which is highly dynamic in the culture that
surrounded it and the social groups that embraced it. The roles it plays and
the relationships it has enabled it to have the "right" or "appropriate" identity.
However, the employed language also shapes both the "core identity" and
"life world identity" that exist in the presumed identity of those who listen,
enact, and believe in these words.

3.5 Working with the Relationships Building Tool

Clearly this building task is related to the Identities Building task, since the
identity we construct for ourselves in any context is often defined, in part, by
how we see and construe our relationship with other people, social groups,
cultures, or institutions. In turn, we relate to other people in terms of different
identities we take them to have. We will talk and act towards someone differently
if we see my relationship to them as one of being a professional colleague as
against being a friend. We will even treat one and the same person differently
when we relate to them as professional colleagues and when we relate to
them as friends (Gee, 2011: 114ff).

The result of the analysis at this building tool shows that language is
employed to serve the purpose of the subject matter of the text; believing in
the content of the text. Consider the following issues:

1. Too much focus is on the intrasentential relations, whether subordinate or
coordinate. This implies an undeniable result out of the analysis of the selected
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represents his personality completely, because he was the owner, leader,
and source of virtue. In his life, he was so openhanded; he used to distribute
his charity on everyone who was directed to him. After martyrdom, he is the
shelter and refuge of everyone who seeks his help. Most surely, God will relieve
him who directs to Him and implores to Him by using Abul-Fadhl as his means
and interceder. Because of its commonness, this fact is undeniable.

b. Al-Abbas was also called Abu-Qirba (the owner of the skin of water)
because he carried water to the harem of Imam Al-Husain during the battle of
At-Taff, and

c. He was also called Abul-Qasim. This name, however, is not common
among historians some of whom have mentioned that Al-Abbas had a son
called Al-Qasim and was martyred during the battle of At-Taff. Jabir Al-Ansari
addressed Al-Abbas during the ziyara of Al-Arbaeen: "Salaam be upon you,
Abul-Qasim. Salaam be upon you, Al-Abbas ibn Ali". Undoubtedly, Jabir was
that great personality who spent much of his time in the house of prophethood
and Imamate; therefore, he was more knowledgeable than others in the
secrets, affairs, and news of this holy house.

d. He was also called (ibid: 40ff):

1.'Babul-Hussein'=Like his fatherwho was the doorto the Prophet (s.a.w.a.),
Al-Abbas is the actual and spiritual door to Imam Al-Hussein. Because of the
high moral standards and great faithfulness of Al-Abbas, Imam Al-Hussein
used to choose him for every mission and rely upon him in every difficult
situation. Likewise, Al-Abbas dedicated himself to being at the disposal of his
brother. He was the protector and defender of the Prophet's household;

2. 'Qamar bani Hashim'= Al-Abbas was very bright-faced and handsome.
Hence, he was called 'Qamar Bani Hashim-Moon of the Hashemites'. He was
also the moon of his family and the moon of Islam because he paved the path
of martyrdom with light and shone upon the lives of Muslims;

3. 'As-Sagqgaa'= During the battle of At-Taff and the few days preceding,
Ubaidullah ibn Ziyad; the governor of Kufa, imposed a blockade on the sources
of water so as to prevent Imam Al-Hussein, his household, and army from
having water. Al-Abbas undertook the mission of fetching water to the camp
and harem of his brother. He pushed himself among the large gatherings of
that army and could reach the River Euphrates several times. On that account,
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Thus, all social activities (practices) in this text are full with opportunities for
particular people (believers) to engage in such social work.

3.4 Working with the Identities Building Tool

We use language to be recognized as taking on a certain identity or role. We
build an identity here and now as we speak. We each act out different identities
in our lives in different contexts. We are all members of different cultures, social
groups, and institutions, and have different sorts of roles and relationships. In
each of these, we have to talk and act so as to be recognized as having the
"right" or an "appropriate" identity (Gee, 2011: 106f).

Since we all have a number of different identities in different contexts, the
issue comes up as to whether there is some core identity or sense of self
that underlies and unifies all these multiple identities. Let’s call this our "core
identity". Some scholars do not think any such core unified identity really
exists, though almost all humans feel they have one (ibid.).

In any case, as discourse analysts, we do not care whether there is really a
core self or exactly what it is. We care about how people express their sense of
who they are and their multiple other identities through language.

There is one identity that we can all perform that is important to single out.
We are all capable of being an "everyday person™, not a specialist or expert
of any sort, in certain contexts. When we talk and act as everyday people, we
all talk and act differently depending on our own dialects and cultures. This
identity is called our "life world identity". The life world is all those contexts in
which we speak and act as everyday people (ibid.).

The analysis of the present data shows that the Infallible/lmmaculate Imam
is intending to enact or to get others (i.e. believers) to recognize the following:

The speaker intends to let his listeners know, thus believe, that the identity
of Al-Abbas has included the following (Al-Tabrizi, 2001:36f):

a. Al-Abbas was called Abul-Fadhl (father — or owner- of virtue). Some
mentioned that he had a son called Al-Fadhl. As a matter of fact, this name
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endeavor. Often the word 'practice' is used for what calling an activity. To illustrate,
if | say someone is 'playing a video game', | am naming an action. If | say they are
'‘gaming', | am naming an activity or practice which names a way of engaging in
various actions so as to be socially recognized by others as a gamer'.

The data under analysis shows how the Infallible/lmmaculate Imam built
(enacted) an activity, namely (intending to visit the tomb of Al-Abbas ibn Ali that
lies on the bank of the River Euphrates). The building requirements here are strict
due to particular linguistic expressions that reflect the intentions of the Infallible/
Immaculate Imam. The activities that are employed can be listed below:

Salaam of Allah, Salaam be upon you

| testify to you

| testify that you

| testify, and call Allah to witness, that

So, Allah may reward yo

Allah’s curse be

| have come to you

the (the Lord) extremely sincerely you served
and exerted all your efforts (in this regard)
Allah may attach you to the shahids,

////‘

rww p}u
& Y
;ﬁi@lﬂ
&l 44,...;‘ .L@...q\

4 ._“J}d

sw\ UJJ

dl....:—
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add your soul to the souls of the happy ones,  1u2)l ~1531 2 O J;;-;

give you the largest abode

exalt your mention

joinyou

you did not lag behind

and did not turn away the face,

you left this life with full awareness of the truth,
So, Allah may gather us with you, ...

O Allah, send Your blessings

O Allah, I have done

| seek, through you, the guard and custody of Allah
and | say Salaam to you

We have believed in Allah and in His Messenger ...

P2
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cu‘ﬂjhuu@dﬁ;du ‘a “\u,dj

(Allah’s curse be on him who kiled you. And Allah's curse be on him who
usurped your rights, belittled your sanctity. And Allah’s curse be on him who
precluded you from having from the water of the River Euphrates).

where also other progression aspects are added reflecting a "hypertheme" that
is elaborated along the whole ziyara in order to show the deep and multilayered
aspects of the identity under study.

A lot of subordinate clauses are employed to refer to a varying higher degree
of significance of backgrounded information, though foregrounded information is
also employed but in main clauses. The function of foregrounding can clearly be
seen as a strategy: "Whether the foregrounded pattern deviates from a norm, or
whether it replicates a pattern through parallelism, the point of foregrounding as a
stylistic strategy is that it should acquire salience in the act of drawing attention to
itself." (Simpson, 2004: 75ff). This strategy of linguistic deviation is essentially a
technique for 'making strange' aspects of discourse in language; it is a method of
'defamiliarisation' in textual composition. On the contrary, Backgrounding serves
the opposite; familiarising the discourse composition.

In more clear terms, these two strategies are used to link ideas together into a
complex sentence by the use of coordination and subordination (Leech and Short,
1981: 178f). Coordination gives clauses (and other units) equal syntactic status,
whereas subordination places one clause in a dependent status, as part of the main
clause. Subordination is thus, syntactically, the opposite of salience, since the effect
of making a clause subordinate is to background it: to demote the phenomenon it
describes into a ‘subservient circumstance’ which cannot be understood except in
terms of its part in the main clause. Often a subordinate clause is less salient in the
sense of expressing information which is at least partially known or presupposed in
advance. The following principle illustrates this task: "If A is subordinate to B, then
A'is the circumstantial background against which B is highlighted". It is one of the
more routine virtues of prose-writing that a writer brings about, by coordination and
subordination, an appropriate salience and backgrounding of parts of the sentence.

3.3 Working with the Activities Building Tool

Activities are just another way to look at actions (Gee, 2011: 96f). The focusis on
doing and what is being done. That is, the focus is on how an action or sequences
of actions carry out a socially recognizable and institutionally or culturally normed

—<  Fourth Year, Fourth Volume, Second Issue )—@—( 2017 AD./ 1438 AH. >—



The Seven Areas of Imam Al-Abbas Reality World

cu&wmu;‘;@}muﬂw;amﬁmfm \p’w \
chJ.aj LSM \‘_.9 s_)L.Ja.j‘ g_JLS\J.“j cuww\j 9‘..\.@..».” C.?:}

(e ,1\ PR
(Salaam of Allah and Salaam of His favorite angels, His commissioned
prophets, His righteous servants, all the Shahids, and all the veracious
(ones), and also pure, true blessings that come and go, be upon you; son
of Amir ul-Mu’minin 'chief of the faithful ones').
which is related to the other text that is immediately following it:

i Ll w\j 5\3,5\) Gkl cV,J.WJL, al Jgd .

* - “8 5o
r;gnwmbgcu\sp;\jcgwwmﬂy;;mmb‘JM;\
(I testify to you of submission (to the will of God), honest acceptance
as true, loyalty, and sincerity with regard to the descendant of the
commissioned Prophet and his family , the chosen grandson (of the
Prophet), the well knowledgeable guide (to the true religion), the
conveying successor, and the wrongfully oppressed one 'Namely, Imam
Al-Hussein ibn Ali").
In these two co-related extracts, the topic (i.e. theme) in the first one is
thus maintained to the second. However, if the extract below is taken into
account another topic is presented'

('MchWjqu:a\ew\}\M\Mﬁw‘u‘w
I

(So, Allah may reward you on behalf of His Messenger, Amir Al-
Mu’minin, al-Hasan, and Al-Husain, peace of Allah be upon them, the best
reward for your steadfastness, dedication (to the sake of God), and support
(for the right party). Very excellent be the reward of the eternal life).

This topic is extended in:

Wy \j“zu}k” P ACIERR IR
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operations (Erteschik-Shir,2007: 3ff).

There is a general consensus that the linear order of constituents is, at least to
some extent, determined by notions having to do with what is contextually known
and what is not. The definition of these notions, and their syntactic implementation,
has been the topic of much research since they were first introduced by the Prague
School in the late 1920s.

Another point of consensus is that intonation and morpho-lexical elements
interact with word order to determine the information structure (IS) of the sentence, a
term originally introduced by Halliday (1967) to account for the distinctions of focus,
presupposition, and propositional attitude toward entities in the discourse conveyed
by phrasal intonation.

The Prague School (Functional Sentence Perspective, e.g., Firbas 1962: 133ff;
1964; 267ff) employs the gradient notion, Communicative Dynamism (CD), to
account for information structure. The Prague School argued that Communicative
Dynamism (CD) determines the linear arrangement of syntactic constituents
within sentences. The degree of CD of a sentence element is the extent to which
it pushes the communication forward and the elements with least CD (those that
are contextually known) precede those that have more CD (those that convey new,
unknown information). A special status is assigned to the element with the least CD,
the theme ortopic. The remnant, the rheme, can be viewed as predicated of the topic.
In more recent work in the Prague School (e.g., Sgall, Haji¢ova, and Panevova, 1986:
79ff), an analysis in terms of Topic Focus Articulation (TFA) is adopted in which the
Topic is generally contextually bound and the Focus is not (Erteschik-Shir,2007: 3ff).

Although there is general agreement that the basic information structure units
not only play a role in determining word order but also interact with a variety of other
grammatical phenomena, such as interpretation, intonation, morphology, and other
syntactic phenomena, not everyone agrees on the status of these same units with
respect to determining the coherence of texts. Linguists working within the Prague
School framework were not only concerned with defining the contextual notions
that determine word order within the sentence; they also showed that these same
notions play a role in determining the coherence of sequences of sentences (ibid.).

According to Danes$ (1974: 106ff) there are three types of thematic progression.
(1) Keeping the theme constant, (2) deriving the theme from the previous rheme, and
(3) deriving the theme from a "hypertheme".

In the ziyara, the Infallible/lmmaculate Imam uses these three types in order to
present significance to what is intended from the attributes and actions under focus.
Consider the following extracts:
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his parents (ibid.).

4. Sincerity

Sincerity is another feature in the personality of al-Abbas to which Imam As-Sadiq
testified. Al-Abbas was sincere in his fighting against the wrong and opposing the
wrongdoers. He played a great role in the jihad of his brother who took the leadership
of struggling the wrong (ibid.).

In another paragraph of the ziyara, Imam As-Sadig showed his great admiration
for the great help and huge sacrifices that al-Abbas made for Imam Al-Hussein. He
sacrificed himself, protected him with his dearest things, and tolerated steadfastly
crises and hardships-all for sake of God. God may reward him so remarkably on
behalf of Prophet Mohammed, Imam Ali Amir Al-Mu'minin, Fatima Az-Zahraa, Al-
Hasan, and Al-Hussein.

Imam As-Sadiq, in the same ziyara, testified that his uncle Al-Abbas followed the
same line of the martyrs of Islam whose blood raised the word of God highly. As he
noticed the Umayyads' attempts to eradicate Islam and take people to the pre-Islamic
customs and traditions, Al-Abbas, under the leadership of his brother, revolted to
keep the word of God high, to achieve victory to Islam, and to defeat the enemies and
rivals. In the last paragraphs of the ziyara, we notice the great rank of al-Abbas in the
sight of Imam As-Sadig who testified to him that he did not show any shortcoming or
retreat and did his best for sake of the religion. Hence, the Imam beseeches to God to
confer Al-Abbas with eternal happiness, large place in Paradise, and companionship
of the prophets, martyrs, and righteous ones (ibid.).

3.2 Working with the Significance Building Tool

Itis important to realize that any use of language is usually engaged in more than
one building task at once. Furthermore, often more than one word or grammatical
choice is contributing to any one building task.

There is one key grammatical choice that is central to building significance,
though many other grammatical devices are used to build or lessen significance as
well. What we choose to put in a main clause is foregrounded information. What we
choose to put in a subordinate clause is backgrounded information. Foregrounded
information is taken to be what is being focused on here and now, and thus is treated
as the most significant information here and now (Gee,2011: 198).

The possibility of optional divergence from basic word order is a universal
property of natural language. While some approaches have tried to account for this in
purely syntactic terms, others have provided purely pragmatic explanations, and yet
others hold mixed views, which allow for semantic or pragmatic triggers to syntactic
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and follow Imam Al-Hussein to climb up to the summit of honor and glory. Hence, his
great personality has lasted forever as long as man is submitted to the human values
whose summits and climaxes have been attained by Al-Abbas (ibid.).

B. Steadfast Faith

Imam As-Sadiq testified to the unmatched character of his uncle al-Abbas when
he attached the characteristic of steadfast faith to him. This steadfast faith provoked
al-Abbas to challenge the enemies in the fields of jihad and sacrifice himself for his
religion (ibid.).

C. Fighting with Imam Al-Hussein

The testimony of jihad is the best proof on the perfection of personality. Hence,
Imam As-Sadiq ascribes this great virtue to the personality of al-Abbas because of
the latter's self-evident fighting for sake of his brother; Imam Al-Hussein.

After he had visited the tombs of Imam Al-Hussein, his household, and the
virtuous companions, Imam As-Sadiq ran to visit the tomb of his uncle Al-Abbas. He
stood on that tomb and recited that famous ziyara. Imam As-Sadiq begins this ziyara
by seeking the greetings and salaams of God, His favorite angels, commissioned
Prophets, righteous servants, and all martyrs and truthful ones to be on Al-Abbas.
He then goes on testifying to his uncle of being submissive, believing, faithful, and
sincere (ibid.):

1. Submission

Al-Abbas submitted completely to his brother and leader, and followed him from
top to bottom until he was martyred for his sake. This unmatched submission was
the result of Al-Abbas's full acquaintance with the Imamate of Al-Hussein that is
incumbent upon every Muslim. Al-Abbas practiced all matters stemming from the
divine commandment of the submission to the Immaculate Imams (ibid.).

2. Belief

Al-Abbas believed in God and gave full credence to his brother. He surpassed all
doubts in his belief of the equity of his issue. He believed he was the right while his
enemies were wrong (ibid.).

3. Loyalty

Imam As-Sadiq testified that his uncle Al-Abbas accomplished his duties
regarding the pledge of God and the loyalty to the Imam of his age utterly. He
supported the right party, stood steadfastly with his brother in the most intensive
circumstances, and did not leave him until he was martyred although he lost his
two hands. Finally, Al-Abbas was created to be faithful; therefore, his loyalty was a
natural element of his personality and was also the fruit of the unparalleled loyalty of
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Figure 1. Model of Analysis

3. Analysis

The analysis would work on each tool separately by showing how it applies to the
selected text.

3.1 The Reflexive Context

The Immaculate Imams are the representatives of God, the successors of His
Prophet and the leaders that God has assigned for people so as to make distinction
between the right and the wrong. They, peace be upon them, praised many
persons and, also, condemned many others, each according to his deeds. On that
account, they described Al-Abbas, with the finest words of praise, appreciation, and
commendation, and showed their admiration for his heroic situations for defending
Islam. He, however, has occupied the hearts and feelings of the great personalities
and has become the melody of the free people all over history.

Imam As-Sadig used to praise his uncle Al-Abbas and pay tributes to his
heroic situations during the battle of At-Taff: "My uncle Al-Abbas was clear-sighted
and steadfastly faithful. He fought with his brother al-Hussein, did very well, and
was martyred". Imam As-Sadig, in the previous statement, refers to the noblest
characteristics that Al-Abbas enjoyed (Al-Tabrizi, 2001:34ff)

A. Clear-Sightedness

Clear-sightedness is originated from well-advisedness and intellectual
genuineness. It is attached to self-pureness and simple-heartedness, and enjoyed
only by those who are free from control of passions. In the personality of Al-Abbas,
this characteristic was very clear. It was the principal motive that incited him to support
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grammatical devices are being used to build a viewpoint on how social goods are
or should be distributed in society. (ibid: 199).

f. "The Connections Building Tool"

The world and the things it holds are in connection to each other in many
ways. Certain connections already exist in the world and some other connections
are to exist by virtue of producing them through language, for instance (ibid: 90).
This tool is summarised as:

For any communication, ask how the words and grammar being used in the
communication connect or disconnect things or ignore connections between
things. Always ask, as well, how the words and grammar being used in a
communication make things relevant or irrelevant to other things, or ignores their
relevance to each other (ibid: 199).

g. ""The Sign Systems and Knowledge Building Tool"

Language in this tool is used either "...to build up or tear down various sign
systems (communicational systems) and ways of knowing the world." (ibid: 91).
Sign systems may be different languages, different dialects, different language
varieties (such as the languages of biologist or hip-hop artists or lawyers), other
communicative systems (such as equations or graphs or images), and ads with
attached pictures and highly meaningful words. Two things are noticed here (ibid.):

1. These systems are significant to those people who take part in them; and

2. Different systems of signs represent different belief, knowledge, and
viewpoints.

In addition, language is used here to:

...make certain sign systems and certain forms of knowledge and belief
favored or not, relevant or privileged, “real” or not in given situations, that is, we
can build privilege or prestige for one sign system or way of claiming knowledge
over another (ibid.).

This tool can be summarised as:

For any communication, ask how the words and grammar being used privilege
or de-privilege specific sign systems (e.g., Spanish vs. English, technical language
vs. everyday language, words vs. images, words vs. equations, etc.) or different
ways of knowing and believing, or claims to knowledge and belief (ibid: 200).

Now consider the following figure of these seven tasks as the model of the
analysis:
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supported endeavor that usually involves sequencing or combining actions in
certain specified ways." (ibid: 89). In this sense, "activities" is interchangeably
used with "practice". This tool is summarised as follows:

For any communication, ask what activity (practice) or activities (practices)
this communication is building or enacting. What activity or activities is this
communication seeking to get others to recognize as being accomplished?
Ask also what social groups, institutions, or cultures support and set norms for
whatever activities are being built or enacted (ibid: 198).

c. ""The Identities Building Tool"

In this tool, language is used to show the identity or the role of writers and
speakers in a specific context (ibid: 89). This tool is summarised as follows:

For any communication, ask what socially recognizable identity oridentities the
speaker is trying to enact or to get others to recognize. Ask also how the speaker's
language treats other people's identities, what sorts of identities the speaker
recognizes for others in relationship to his or her own. Ask, too, how the speaker
is positioning others, what identities the speaker is "inviting" them to take up (ibid:
199).

d. ""The Relationships Building Tool"

Language is used in order to build and maintain different relationships with
groups, institutions, and people (ibid: 89). Below is the summary of this tool:

"For any communication, ask how words and various grammatical devices are
being used to build and sustain or change relationships of various sorts among
the speaker, other people, social groups, cultures, and/or institutions." (ibid: 199).

e.""The Politics Building Tool"

The word "Politics" is used to mean "...any situation where the distribution
of social goods is at stake". The phrase "social goods" means "...anything a social
group or society takes as a good worth having." (ibid: 90). In this tool, language is
used to build, rebuild, and even destroy any social goods. Some examples of such
social goods are: treating people with certain kind of respect, acting and speaking
respectfully, treating others with no deference, treating people with much bonding
and solidarity, etc. (ibid: 90). This tool can be summarised as follows:

For any communication, ask how words and grammatical devices are being
used to build (construct, assume) what count as social goods and to distribute
these to or withhold them from listeners or others. Ask, as well, how words and
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world of things like activities, identities, etc. around individuals. This property is
described as "reflexive". As a tool, it can be summarised in the following questions
(ibid: 198):

1. How is what the speaker is saying and how he or she is saying it helping to
create or shape (possibly even manipulate) what listeners will take as the relevant
context;

2. How is what the speaker is saying and how he or she is saying it helping
to reproduce contexts like this one (e.g., class sessions in a university), that is,
helping them to continue to exist through time and space?;

3. Is the speaker reproducing contexts like this one unaware of aspects of the
context that if he or she thought about the matter consciously, he or she would not
want to reproduce?; and

4. Is what the speaker is saying and how he or she is saying it just, more or
less, replicating (repeating) contexts like this one or, in any respect, transforming
or changing them? No act of speaking in a context is ever totally identical in every
respect to another (e.g., every lecture is different somehow), but sometimes the
differences are small and not very significant and at other times they are large and
more significant.

When speaking or writing, speakers and writers can build one or more
than one area of "reality" through employing some expressions and deeds. These
tools are called "seven building tasks" which enforce the discourse analyst to ask,
accordingly, seven questions related to the language in use. The seven tasks to
be uncovered are applied to the written-to-be spoken text recorded in the ziyara
of Imam Al-Abbas that is in hands as being reported by the Infallible/lmmaculate
Imam As-Sadiq (see Appendix). Below are the seven tasks of building:

a. ""The Significance Building Tool"

Language is used to attach significance (i.e., meaning and value) to things
in definite ways determined by context (ibid.). This tool is summarised as follows:

"For any communication, ask how words and grammatical devices are being
used to build up or lessen significance (importance, relevance) for certain things
and not others." (ibid: 198).

b. ""The Activities Building Tool"

Language is definitely used to say and do things. Individuals enact
"activities" which means "...a socially recognized and institutionally or culturally
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1. Introduction
This paper presents a modern reading of the sets of properties that framed
the reality world of Imam Al-Abbas. Such reading comes from a list of seven tools
employed in using language by Infallible and Immaculate Imams. Language in
this paper is taken to be used "not just for saying and doing things, but also, used
alongside other non-verbal tools, to build things in the world." (Gee, 2011: 88).
2. The Reflexive Context and the Seven Building Tasks
Writing and speaking are quite able to reflect the different types of context
which is at the same time able to co-reflect them. Context can be defined as
follows (ibid: 84):

Context includes the physical setting in which the communication takes
place and everything in it; the bodies, eye gaze, gestures, and movements of
those present; all that has previously been said and done by those involved in
the communication; any shared knowledge those involved have, including cultural
knowledge, that is, knowledge of their own shared culture and any other cultures
that may be relevant in the context.

As such, both spoken and written languages are employed to build a
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Abstract

LLanguage-in-use is a tool, not just for saying and doing things, but
also, used alongside other non-verbal tools, to build things in the world.
Whenever we speak or write, we always and simultaneously build one
of seven things or seven areas of "reality". Let’s call these seven things
the "seven building tasks" of language. Since we use language to build
these seven things, a discourse analysis of the language by the Infallible/
Immaculate Imam As-Sadiqg describing Imam Al-Abbas can tell too much
of his reality world.

The present paper analyses the speech of Imam As-Sadiq reflected
in his ziyara of Imam Al-Abbas. The analysis intends to uncover seven
areas of the reality of this prominent character. The model of analysis is
adopted from Gee's (2011) in his book "How to do Discourse Analysis:
A Toolkit". These tools, which are surrounded by reflexive context, are:
significance, activities, identities, relationships, politics, connection, and
sign systems and knowledge building tools. The paper ends up with
some concluding points.

Key words: seven building tasks, Imam Al-Abbas, Imam As-Sadiq,
ziyara, discourse analysis tools.
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area against which aggression is always directed. Each level has its
degree of injustice against its heritage, leading to its being removed
and its heritage being concealed; it is then written in shorthand and
described in a way which does not actually constitute but ellipsis or
a deviation or something out of context.

3-According to what has just been said, Karbala' Heritage Centre
belonging to Al-Abbas Holy Shrine set out to establish a scientific
journal specialized in Karbala' heritage dealing with different matters
and aiming to:

-the researchers viewpoints are directed to studying the heritage
found in Karbala" with its three dimensions: civil, as part of Irag and
as part of the east.

- Watching the changes, the alternations and additions which
show duality of the guest and luxury in Karbala' geographic area
all through history and the extent of the relation with its neighbors
and then the effect that such a relation has, whether negatively or
positively on its movement culturally or cognitively .

- having a look at its treasures: materialistic and moral and then
putting them in their right way and positions which it deserves
through evidence.

- the cultural society: local, national and international should
be acquainted with the treasures of Karbala' heritage and then
introducing it as it is.

- to help those belonging to that heritage race consolidate their
trust by themselves as they lack any moral sanction and also their
belief in western centralization. This records a religious and legal
responsibility.

- acquaint people with their heritage and consolidating the relation
with the decent ants heritage, which signals the continuity of the
growth in the decedents mode of life so that they will be acquainted
with the past to help them know the future.

- the development with all its dimensions: intellectual, economic,
etc. Knowing the heritage enhances tourism and strengthens the
green revenues.

And due to all the above, Karbala' Heritage journal emerged which
calls upon all specialist researchers to provide it with their writings
and contributions without which it can never proceed further.
Editorial & Advisory Boards




Issue Prelude
Why Heritage ? Why Karbala' ?

1- Human race is enriched with an accumulation both materialistic
and moral, which diagnoses, in its behavior, as associative culture
and by which an individual's activity is motivated by word and deed
and also thinking, it comprises, as a whole, the discipline that leads
its life. And as greater as the activity of such weights and as greater
their effect be as unified their location be and as extensive their time
strings extend; as a consequence, they come binary: affluence and
poverty, length and shortness, when coming to a climax.

According to what has been just said, heritage may be looked at
as a materialistic and moral inheritance of a particular human race, at
a certain time, at a particular place. By the following description, the
heritage of any race is described:

-the most important way to know its culture.

- the most precise material to explain its history.

- the ideal excavation to show its civilization.

And as much as the observer of the heritage of a particular culture
is aware of the details of its burden as much as he is aware of its facts
i.e. the relation between knowing heritage and awareness of it is a
direct one; the stronger the first be, the stronger the second would
be and vice versa. As a consequence, we can notice the deviation in
the writings of some orientalists and others who intentionally studied
the heritage of the east especially that of the Muslims. Sometimes,
the deviation resulted from lack of knowledge of the details of the
treasures of a particular eastern race, and some other times resulted
from weakening the knowledge: by concealing an evidence or by
distorting its reading or its interpretation.

2- Karbala": it is not just a geographical area with spatial and
materialistic borders, but rather it is materialistic and moral treasures
constituting, by itself, a heritage of a particular race, and together with
its neighbors, it forms the greatest heritage of a wider race to which
it belongs i.e. Irag and the east. And in this sequence, the levels of
injustice against Karbala' increase: once, because it is Karbala' with
all that it has of the treasures generating all through history and
once more because it is Karbala', that part of Iraq full of struggle and
still once more because it is that part that belongs to the east , the




The Issue Word

We thank God for his blessings and favor, and we beg him his
support. So, we should say that peace and prayers be upon the elite
of his prophets and messengers, in particular, upon our Prophet
Muhammad and the virtuous and kind members of his Household
(pbut).

This issue has been designed to be a complementary to the
previous ones, but the articles of this issue have been specified to
study a biography of a great personality that could gain the most
honorable achievement in the history of the city of Karbala'. He is
Abbas the son of Imam Ali Bin Abi Talib (pbut). He had many moral
characteristics such as scholarliness, courage, loyalty, selflessness,
sacrifice, patience, generosity and altruism. Such these morals are
hardly available in one personality. In addition these features were
mixed with Imam Abbas's (pbuh) heroic attitudes in the Taff battle
before the huge armies of his arrogant foe, lbn Zyaad. Imam Abbas
(pbuh), at that war, could provoke the warriors on the side of his
brother Imam Hussein (pbuh) who were so few in number until they
all were proudly martyred in response to the call of the faith.

This issue contains many articles as the Brightened Torches from
the Characteristics of Al- Abbas; A Study of his Biography in the Early
Historical Accounts; Al- Abbas (pbuh) The Holder of Handsomeness
and Perfection; The Idealistic Dimension of Abi Al-Fadhl Al -Abbas
(pbuh); Al- Abbas bin Ali bin AbiTalib's (pbuth ) Attitude In Al- Taff
Battle; The Unrevealed Intellectual Role of Abi Al-Fadhl Al -Abbas
(pbuh); The Jihadist Characteristics of Al- Badriyeen and Abi Al-
Abbas ( pbuh) Al- Abbas bin Ali bin AbiTalib (pbuth ) Speeches A
Stylistic Approach; and the Seven Areas of the Real World of Imam
Abbbas (pbuh). At last it could be said that these our articles are just
the tip of iceberg of the biography of Imam Abbas (pbuh) hoping to
motivate the researchers to their best to research and investigate the
career of Imam Abbbas (pbuh) before the time of the Taff Battle.

Finally, we offer a prayer in praise of our Lord.
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are approved or not; it takes the procedures below:

a: A researcher should be notified to deliver the meant research for
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Publication Conditions

Karbala Heritage Quarterly Journal receives all the original scientific
researches under the provisions below:

1. Researches or studies to be published should strictly be according to
the globally-agreed- on steps and standards.

2. Being printed on A4, delivering three copies and CD Having,
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