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Abstract

Sheikh Ibrahim al-Kaf*ami is one of the eminent figures of the
ninth and tenth Hijri centuries. He was born and raised in Jabal ‘Amil,
then traveled to Iraq, died and was buried there. He left a rich heritage
in many sciences and arts, and part of that heritage was abridgments
and selections from the books of others and some of his own books.

Al-Kaf*ami deposited a large part of these abridgments in his book
(Hadiqat al-Nufus), which is still in manuscript form. Some of them
were printed, and some remained as they were, and there are abridg-
ments whose texts have not reached us, but rather only some scarce
information about them has reached us.

In this study, we will review the production of Sheikh al-Kaf*ami
in the field of summarization and selection, as we counted for him
more than (30) summaries, which we reviewed through three axes:
the manuscript, the printed, and that which did not reach us. We also
reviewed, in a special axis, the titles of the books from which he se-
lected, and they exceeded (80) titles.

What is remarkable in the subject is that whoever browses the
books of heritage will see that there are two opposing groups in their
position toward abridging works: the first opposes it, considering it
to represent a reflection of the state of decline in scientific life in
Islamic civilization, and the second accepted it and considered it one
of the types of scientific authorship. We also addressed that in some
axes of this study.

Keywords: Sheikh al-Kaf‘ami, abridgments, selections, (Had-

iqat al-Nufus wa Hajlat al-‘Arus).
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