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Abstract

The promise of forgiveness of sins as a reward for some religious ob-
ligations is considered among the topics that have been repeated much in

Islamic texts, especially in Shiite hadith circles. The phrase “Allah forgave

what preceded of his sin and what came later” is considered one of the most
prominent expressions indicating the forgiveness of sins, and this phrase
has appeared in the form of certainty as one of the promised rewards for
visiting Imam al-Hussain (peace be upon him).In clarifying what is intend-
ed by this phrase, there are differences in viewpoints among scholars and
researchers; as these opinions can be summarized in five main directions,
and the common factor among the first four directions is diverting the
phrase from its linguistic apparent meaning.

This research relies on a descriptive analytical method in uncovering the

main roots of this difference, on the basis that it results from the interven-
tion of prior mental assumptions, such as: the impossibility of promising
forgiveness without the existence of a sin, and the permissibility of negli-
gence in the legal obligations, in addition to the lack of sufficient attention
to the group of hadiths reported in this context. To reinforce this meaning,
a section of the research was devoted to documenting the mentioned phrase
accurately, whether in its general context as a repeated wording in the texts,
or in its special context as a content reported in the merit of visiting Imam
al-Hussain (peace be upon him). In this section, the different chains of
transmission were reviewed, the elements of trust in them were analyzed,
and the reliance of the earlier hadith scholars on them was explained, which
highlights its originality and confirms its acceptance in the Imami hadith
circle.

Keywords: visiting Imam al-Hussain, the old and new sin, forgive-

ness of the future sin, permissibility, originality of the narration.
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