


























































K
A

R
B

A
L

A
 H

E
R

ITA
G

E

35

Poets of the Tenth Century Hijri in Karbala - Biographies and Samples of Their Poetry

one of the distinguished scholars of his companions, and his 

era coincided with the time of the appearance of the Ghazi in 

the path of Allah, Shah Ismail I, the first Safavid. He had ex-

tensive knowledge of various sciences, especially Arabic and 

literature, and he compiled many comprehensive books.))(1)

5.	Al-Allama Al-Khawansari mentioned in ((Al-Rawdat)): ((He 

was a knowledgeable sheikh who was dedicated, trustwor-

thy, pure, adept in literature, and strong in knowledge.))

6.	Al-Sayyid Al-Amin mentioned in Al-A›yan: «He had broad 

knowledge, extensive expertise in literature, and proficiency 

in both poetry and prose, as evident from his writings, es-

pecially his commentary on his work, written in beautiful 

handwriting))(2).

7.	Al-Allama Al-Amini mentioned in Al-Ghadir: ((One of the 

scholars who combined knowledge and literature, dissemina-

tors of the branches of Hadith and extractors of the treasures 

of benefits and rarities. People greatly benefited from his ex-

tensive writings, extracted traditions, and numerous virtues.))(3)

Regarding his death, some translators have mentioned that 

Sheikh Ibrahim Al-Kif’ami passed away in the year 900 AH and 

was buried in Karbala. The evidence for this is his testament in 

(1) Bihar Al-Anwar: 1\34 .

(2) Amal Al-Amal:1\28

(3) Riyad Al-›Ulama wa Hayad Al-Fudala: 1\22-25



The tenth year / the tenth volum
e / the first and second issues (35-36) 

D
hu al-H

ijjah 1444 A
H

 / June 2023 A
D

34

Dr. Ammar Hassan Abdul Zahra

2.	His brother, Shams al-Din Muhammad, is the author of the 

book ((Zubdat al-Bayan fi Amal Shahar Ramadan.))

3.	Al-Sayyid Al-Fadl Hussein bin Musaad Al-Ha’iri, the author 

of ((Tuhfat al-Abrar fi Manaqib al-A’imma al-At’har.))

4.	Al-Sayyid Ali bin Abdul-Hussein bin Sultan Al-Mousawi 

Al-Husaini, the author of the book ((Raf’ al-Malamah ‘an Ali 

(AS) fi Tark al-Imamah.))

5.	Sheikh Zain al-Din Al-Bayadi Al-Amili, the author of the 

book ((Al-Sirat al-Mustaqim.))

Regarding Sheikh Ibrahim Al-Kif’ami, it was said:

1.	Ahmad Al-Maqri mentioned him in his book ((Nafh al-Tayyib 

min Ghusn al-Andalus al-Ratib)) and said: ((I have not seen 

anyone like him in the breadth of his memorization and 

compilation.))(1)

2.	Al-Allama Al-Majlisi stated in Al-Bihar: ((Al-Kif’ami’s 

books are sufficient in terms of their fame, and the virtue of 

their author exempts them from scrutiny.))

3.	Al-Hurr Al-Amili mentioned in ((Amal al-Amal)): ((He was 

trustworthy, devout, and abstinent.))(2)

4.	Mirza Abdullah Afandi mentioned in ((Al-Riyadh)): ((He was 

(1) A›yan Al-Shi›a: 2\184.

(2) Nafahat Al-Tayyib: 4\ 397
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Firstly, Sheikh Ibrahim
Al-Kif’ami (d. 900 AH or 905 AH)

He is Taqi al-Din Ibrahim bin Ali bin Al-Hasan bin Muham-

mad bin Salih Al-Harithi Al-Hamadani Al-Kif’ami. He was 

born in Al-Luwayzah, raised in Al-Jub’a, and earned the title of 

Al-Taqi. He followed the Imami school of thought.(1)

According to Al-Sayyid Al-Amin’s account in Al-A’yan, 

Sheikh Ibrahim Al-Kif’ami resided in Karbala for a period and 

devoted himself to the land known as Aqeer. He instructed me 

to be buried there (2).

Al-Kif’ami studied language and religion under the guidance 

of several esteemed scholars, and some of them permitted him 

(ijaza) in narration (1). Among them were:

1.	His father, Sheikh Zain al-Din Ali bin Al-Hasan.

(1) Nafahat Al-Tayyib: 4\ 397 . Amal Al-Amal:1\28. Bihar Al-Anwar: 1\34 
. Riyad Al-’Ulama’ wa Hayad Al-Fudala’: 1\22-25.. Ta’liqat Amal Al-
Amal: 36-38. Kashf Al-Hijab wal-Astar: 87. Hadiyyat Al-’Arifin: 1\24. 
Takmila Amal Al-Amal: 1\29-36. Al-Kuna wal-Alqab: 3\113. A’yan Al-
Shi’a: 2\184-189. Al-Dhari’ah ila Tasa’nif Al-Shi’a: 1\355-358; 2\161; 
11\166; 16\111; 20\142-143. Rawdat Al-Jannat: 1\20-24. Al-Ghadir: 
11\213. Tarajim Al-Rijal:1\28. Mawsu’at Tabaqat Al-Fuqaha’: 10\13. 
Mawsu’at Mu’allifi Al-Imamiyyah: 1\310-322.

(2) A›yan Al-Shi›a: 2\184.
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proximately 1494-1590 CE). This places it within the Middle 

Ages period. The researcher focuses on the holy city of Karbala 

and explores the most renowned literary figures, briefly high-

lighting their significant intellectual and scholarly milestones, 

as well as their noteworthy scientific and literary works.

After conducting the research, the researcher identifies four 

prominent poets who stood out during that era. They are pre-

sented in chronological order to shed some light on that period 

and its literary and intellectual interests. The poets are as fol-

lows:
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Introduction
Praise be to Allah, who taught by the pen, taught humanity 

what it did not know, honored them with carrying the message 

of knowledge, and inspired them with the brilliance of speech. 

I bear witness that there is no god but Allah, who elevated the 

status of knowledge and its people until they reached the pin-

nacle of glory and the highest ranks of honor. May Allah send 

blessings upon His chosen guides, the best of creation, and the 

most beloved to Him, Muhammad, and his purified family.

Often, the term ((Middle Ages)) comes across when research-

ing a period in history that spans from approximately the 5th 

to the 15th century CE. This era is described as not having re-

ceived adequate attention compared to its historical, intellec-

tual, and religious significance. If the research delves into its 

various aspects, numerous intellectual and literary milestones 

are found that require further effort on the part of the researcher 

to follow, read, and explore their intellectual content. This is to 

benefit from their experiences in shaping future endeavors, as 

well as to discover the dominant heritage and compare it with 

our present circumstances.

Therefore, in this research, the aim is to provide a concise 

overview of the literary impact during a specific stage of the 

Middle Ages, namely the 10th century AH (equivalent to ap-
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Abstract
Since Karbala became a destination for Imam Hussein proces-

sions, its importance has continued to grow on all levels. Its sig-

nificance has been elevated by God’s will, Throughout the ages 

following the events of Karbala, the city has embraced numerous 

scholars and literary figures, becoming a center for various sci-

entific and literary stages due to the influence of Imam Hussein’s 

cause. As a result, Karbala has attracted many visiting scholars 

and writers and produced many of them in different eras.

If the focus is on the scope of the present study, particularly 

the 10th century AH (16th century CE), we find a group of writ-

ers from this historical period in Karbala. The researcher briefly 

studies four of them: Sheikh Ibrahim Al-Kif’ami, Az-Zaynudin 

Hussein bin Mus’ad, Sayyid Muhammad bin Abi Talib Al-Kar-

ki, and Faduli Al-Baghdadi. The study aims to present a concise 

overview of their lives along with samples of their poetry

Keywords: Karbalai poets, 10th-century A.H.
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ص الملخَّ
منذ أن صارت كربلاء محطًّا للركب الحسيني لم تغادرها الأهميَّة على 
المستويات كافَّة، فمنذ ذلك الحين وأهميَّتها تزداد وترتقي إلى أن يأذن الله 
نيا، وهذه المدينة على طول العصور الماضية التالية  تعالى بحكمه في هذه الدُّ
لواقعة كربلاء قد احتضنت كثيرًا من العلماء والأدباء، وصارت مركزًا لكثيرٍ 
أساس  وعلى  الحسينيَّة،  القضيَّة  تأثير  بفعل  والأدبيَّة،  العلميَّة  المراحل  من 
عن  فضًال  الوافدين؛  والأدباء  العلماء  من  لكثيرٍ  محطًّا  كربلاء  صارت  ذلك 
راسة،  الدِّ العصور، ولو دققنا في مجال  كثيرًا منهم في مختلف  أنجبت  أنَّها 
المرحلة  في هذه  الأدباء  لوجدنا مجموعةً من  الهجري؛  العاشر  القرن  وهو 
أربعةٍ  عن  موجزةٍ  دراسةٍ  تقديم  على  وسنعمل  كربلاء،  عمر  من  التاريخيَّة 
السيد  ين حسين بن مساعد،  الدِّ الكفعمي، عز  إبراهيم  منهم، وهم: )الشيخ 
تدور  راسة  الدِّ وكانت  البغدادي(،  فضولي  الكركي،  طالب  أبي  بن  د  محمَّ

ةٍ من أدبهم. حول بيان شيءٍ مختصرٍ من حياتهم مع نماذج شعريَّ

الكلمات المفتاحية: الشعر الكربلائي، القرن العاشر الهجري.
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