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hammad Ibraheem. Karbala'Wa Mudamyatuha Fi 'Umahaat
Al- Masaadir Al- 'Arabia. Karbala'Heritage Quaterly. Vol:-

2¢2015.P. 305.
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310).Tareekh Al- Rusul Wa Al- Mulook. Vol:- 2. Investi-
gated By:- Muhammad Abu Al-Fadhl Ibraheem. Second
Edition. Dar Al- Ma'arif. P. 274.

(44) Al- Hamawic Ma'jam Al- Buldaan. Vol:- 4. P. 1356.

(45) Sooq Hikma Hikma Market was in the quarters of
Kufa. So. its name Hikma was derived from the name a man
called Hikma Bin Huthayfa Bin Badr who was dwelling there.
See:— Al- Hamawi. Ma'jam Al- Buldaan. Vol:- 5. P. 176.
(46) Al- Hamawic Ma'jam Al- Buldaan. Vol:- 7. P. 396.
; Al- Tu'mac 'Abdul Hussein Al- Kilidaar. Bighiat AL-
Nubalaa'Fi Ta'reekh Karbala'Investigated BY:- 'Aadil Al- Ki-
lidaar. Al- Irshaad Press. Baghdad. P. 7.

(47) Al- Tabasic Ma'a Al- Rakb Al- Husseini Min Al- Ma-
deena Ila Al- Madeena. Vol:- 3¢ P. 633.
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(39) Al- Bakri Al- Andalusi(d. 487)c Majam Ma 'Ustijim.
Vol:- 4.Investigated By:-MustafaAl-SaqacBeirut. 198 3. Third
Edition. P. 15.

(40) Al- Baghdadi. Ibin 'Abdul Haq. Maraasid Al- Itilaa'.P.

1154.

(41) He waslyadh Bin Ghanam Bin Zuhair Al- Fihri.
He converted into Islam prior to Al- Hudaybia Recon-
ciliation and participated in the Islamic conquests with
the Prophet Muhammad(pbuh) in Arabia and with 'Umar
Bin Al- Khatab in Syria. See:- Al- Khateeb Al- Bagh-
dadic Abi Bakr Ahmad Bin Ali(d. 463. H.). Ta'reekh
Baghdad. Vol:- 1. Investigated By:- Mustafa 'Abdul Qa-
dir 'Atac Dar Al- Kutub Al- 'Arabiac Beirutc 1997 P. 196.

(42) Al- Masaalih is an Arabic word. plural of Maslah
which means a station or a military checkpoint. Those post
were filled in armed men from Persian origins fearing from
the native Arabs. Those Persian forces existed in these Ma-
saalih since the age of pre- Islam. while the Sassanid Per-
sian occupation up to the Arab Islamic liberation of Iraq in

the early period of Islam. This uncovers that Al- Taff area
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Hayaat. Beirutc 1992 P. 243.

(34) Al- Shamaric Muhamad Kareem  Ibraheem:
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(35) Al- Jawahiric Zurair 'Abdul Wahab. Dirasat Masahaat
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Muhammad Al- Hilu« First Edition Karbala'« 20711 P. 10.

(37) Al- Istakhric Masaalik AlI- Mamaalik: P. 85.
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Mesopotamiacso. it was called as the town of the Syriacs. In
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See:— Al-hamawic. Ma'jam Al- Buldaan. Vol:- 3.P. 27s.
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Karbala« 1969 Fifth Edition. P. 99.
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(27) Al- Tu'ma. Turath Karbala'c P. 19.; 'Alwaan. Nawfal
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See:- Salman. Turath Karbala'c P. 32.; Zmiezim. Ta'reekh
Karbala'Qadeeman Wa Hadeethan. First Edition. Dar AL-
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Al- Ya'qoobic Vol:- 2. Dar Sadir. Beirut. P. 243.

(17) Al- Tumac. Turath Karbala'« P. 18; Al-
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Diraasat Mugawimat Al- Jathb Al- Siahi Al- Deeni Al- Is-

Karbala Heritage Quarterly Authorized Journal >—



The Historical Factors of the Emergence and Development of Karbala'Town in the Middle Islamic
Ages

(7)  Al- Kilidar. 'Abdul Hussein Aal- Tu'ma. Bughiat Al-
Nubala'Fi Tareekh Karbala'c Investigated by:- 'Aadil Al- Ki-
lidar. Al- Irshad Press. Baghdad. P. 5.
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transformed. within a brief period of time. into popu-
lated area and daily visited by great numbers of visi-
tors and pilgrims who all come for the blessings of the

virtuous holy shrines.

It is certainly that the spiritual connection con-
firmed that it was stronger than any other factor in
main world human immigration which had ever
moved in search for water and the herbage. This truth
is historically supported by the fact that most of the
global spiritual sanctuaries are seen on the top of some
arid mountain or in some fruitless valley. Notwith-
standing. these religious positions are encircled with

living areas filled in big size of population.
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Conclusions

Studying the historical resources in deep reveals that
the religious factor in Karbala' was really the chief rea-
son for the foundation and development of that city.
It was not Karbala' alone in the Arab world but in all
other religious towns. the temples or the sanctuaries
are regard the early seeds for the urban construction.
However. such towns evolve either as memorial cit-
ies as in the classical town in Palestine or as spiritual
towns established for performing sermons. the best
example for which in the cities of Al- Madeena Al-
Munawara. Najafc Kadhimia and Karbala'. But in
karbala'c could be seen in the past and the present. the
theological function predominated the other cultural

and urban sides.

Whatever. it could be said that the painful Taff Bat-
tle and the martyrdom of Imam Hussein(pbuh) in 6 1.
H. as well as the excellent position of Karbala'owed the
growth of this city and both of these factors gave it

an important vitality. For those reasons. Karbala'land
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embracing prominent tombs with spiritual attraction
for all the Muslims in general and for the Shi'as in
particular and as commercial medieval town due to
many markets and fairs surrounding the holy shrines

and others in the city center.
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Additionally. in the Bwaihid rule(334- 447.
H.)«specifically in the reign of the Caliph 'Udhdul
Dawala(936- 983.A. D). the city got more urban
construction and flourishing.In the fifth century of
HajeracMuhammad Al- Ha'iric oneofthedescendersof
thetwelverImam.MusaBin Al- Kadhim(pbuh).settled
down in Karbala'while the town was full of the popula-
tion while the 'Umarra'Princes of Bano Miziad ruling
the neighbor city. Hilla(62). Thus. in 371. H. the first
wall was built around the two holy shrines of Imam
Hussein(pbuh) and his brother Imam 'Abbas(pbuh).
the nearby fairs and caravansaries. as a result. grew
up and developed. Having been eroded. that wall was
rebuilt in 479. H. In age of the Seljuc rule. the urban-
ization of Karbala'highly increased and in the follow-
ing Jala'ri governance. the construction became the

inherent feature of Karbala'(s3)

Basing on the abovementioned events. it could be
said that Karbala had special religious characteristics

as an Arab town provided with walls; as a religious city
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and Abbasid rule. Those governors aggressively exer-
cised bodily and moral tyranny in Karbala' when they
assassinated the notable scholars and the pilgrims. in
addition they banned the pilgrimage to Karbala' Nev-
ertheless. this outstanding city remained visited and
pilgrimed by the leading Muslim scientists as Imam
Ja'tar Al- Sadiq in 745. H and Ibraheem Al- Mu-
jaab(58). But after the Abbasid Caliph. Al- Muntasir
Billah(247. H- 861 A. D). Karbala' recovered its so-
cial and spiritual placement. That Caliph decreed to
reconstruct the holy shrine of Imam Hussein(pbuh)
and the surrounding building and shops and. conse-
quently. the town enlarged and contained thousand of
settlers(59). In this age. Ibraheem Al- Mujaab immi-
grated to karbala to be the first Alawid house residing
therein 247. H. after then the Alawids came in crowds
to Karbala to repair and build it until it was increased
in size and the number of populations in the fourth
century of Hejera and the Alawids could establish

Nagaba an association for themselves in 251. H.(60).
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fall down of the Umayyad rule in 123. H.(54). It was

not flourishing and not more than rural colony.

However.duringthe Abbasidreign.Karbalaprogressed
fast(55) by the means of the religious factor and
establishing houses so extremely extended that it
became attractive for the dwelling and habitation
especially in the age of the Abbasid Caliph.Al-
Ma'moon when he constructed the holy shrine
of Imam Hussein(pbuh) in 198. H. and replaced
the Abbasid motto with ‘'Alawid one(56).

Yet.in the era of another Abbasid Caliph. Al- Mu-
tawakil. it was a setback. Karbala'. then. was exposed
to retrogression in view of his deep intention to de-
molish the tomb of Imam Hussein. That caliph. as
described by a historian. Ibin Al- "Theer:-«He was
so repugnant to Ali Bin Abi Talib and his household
members that he authorized the right to kill any per-
son paying fealty to the Alawid house and legalized
the right to capture his possessions)(57). So. karbala-

suffered so much from woes of the despotic Umayyad
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Third:- The Emergence of Karbala' as a Town.

There were many historical stages of Karbala'
town.the most important of which was the first one
since it was related with the construction of the sanc-
tuaries. Thus. any building or preparing process left
positive affection over the city. The two holy shrines
there witnessed many times of construction. they
were prepared at once in 65. H. \ 686. A.D during
the revolt of Al- Mukhtar Bin 'Ubayd Al- Thugqafi.
That man built a wall around the shrine of Imam
Hussein(pbuh) and on which a dome made of gyp-
sum and tile. In addition to the wall Al- Mukhtar
established many houses for living. hereupon. Al-
mukhtar could be regarded the first one who put the
cornerstone for Karbala'city(53). and that year also
the year of initiation of the foundation of Karbala'as a
town. Before that year Karbala'had been mere a small
village composed of minor houses constructed of clay
bricks and roofed by the stems of palm trees. Later on

it gradually grew up during seventy years up to the
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came the best land of the paradise. the best residence
and housing for the guardians of Allah)(51). In an-
other way of narration it was told for the same Imam
that:-(God created the land of Karbala' before he had
created the land of the Qa'ba in twenty four years. He
sanctified and blessed it; it was still blessed and holy
before he made the creation and it is still this way un-

til it will became the best land of the paradise)(52).
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while within the ruins and the remains there. precise-
ly at the place of Al- Taff battlefield and said:-(in this
lad. there were two hundred prophets. two hundred
guardians and two hundred prophet' s son all gave up
the ghost as martyrs in respective. He cruised the land
riding on his she- mule. getting his foot out of the stir-
rup and telling here is the demise of martyrs whom
no one from the past or the future could reach their

status)(49).

This description uncovers that the area had already
been an urban populated settlement. and it might
have been abandoned or destroyed after Sa'd Bin Abi
Wagqas left it and deported its population later on(50).
No more accounts have been told about this depiction
of Imam Ali(pbuh).

Furthermore. it is narrated for a twelver
ImamMuhammad Al- Bagqir that he said:-( God cre-
ated the land of Karbala'before he had created the land
of the Qa'ba in twenty four years. He sanctified and

blessed it and it is still blessed and holy until it will be-
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it never moved a step also. That case repeated with
seven horses. then Imam Hussein inquired the name
of the earth they were in which. and the answer was
Al- Ghathiriah. He asked again about the name of
the land. and the answer was Nineveh. Once more
he asked and he was answered that it was the shore
of Euphrates. And for the fourth time asked the same
question. and given the answer that the name was
Karbala'c then he slowly pulled a breath and said:
Ohcthe land of the agony and the calamity. lets camp
at here; it is here our camels kneel down and it is
here our bloodshed)(47). It is a clear evidence in this
version that Karbala' had many names in the talk of

Imam Hussein(pbuh).

As we have already mentioned that it was narrated
for Ali Bin Asbaat for Muhammad Bin Sinaan for some
persons talked for Abi 'Abullah Al- Hussein(pbuh)
that:- 'Ameer Al- Mu'mineen the Commander of
the Believers. throughout his progress to Sifeen

Battlecpassed Karbala'and began to contemplate for a
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ward of the Muslim army and the Arab become se-
cure....)(43). Meanwhile: a man from 'Ashja'tribe the
following verse:-

@W@;,u}@‘&;, S NS G W R

Wt A Gl g W SR Jpe e S B3
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Olse &55 bl oo 3B, A J5 el e Lt

The news of the complaint and the poetry were. at that
time. colloquially transmitted among the people and
the incident was told to the Caliph. 'Umar Bin Al-
Khatab. Then 'Umar did not agree to have the army of
that checkpoint remained and orders were issued an-
other marshal. Sa'd« to remove it to Sooq Hikma(45).
Other novels tell that the soldier were transformed to

Kwaifat 'Ibin 'Umar not to Kufa(4s6).

Anyway. there are other accounts on the march
of Imam Hussein towards Iraq including the names
of the region«( They all walked to until they reached
Karbala'on Wednesday. At the moment. a horse of

Imam Hussein's jibbed; Hussein rode another onebut
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Whereas. another geographer. Al- Baghdadi(40)
said that Karbala' with the long vowel & at the end of
the word means:-( A position in Iraq. at the extreme
of the wilderness of Kufa. by the Euphrates. in which
Imam |Hussein waskilled). This reveals that Al- Bagh-
dadi alone described the place as at the extreme end of
the wilderness of Kufa nearby Euphrates. while other
geographers and historians demonstrated it as by the
bank of Euphrates without telling in the end of the

desert or the wilderness.

It was. however. narrated that( Khalid Ibin Al-
Waleed got out to have a duty done with Tiaadh Bin
Ghanamandto give him relief. The former tookaroute
through Al- Falouja until he stopped in Karbala'where
a checkpoint under the control of 'Assim Bin ‘Umar.
When Khalid stayed there for some days. he received
a complaint from 'Abdullah Bin Watheem |AL-Tha-
bab. Then Khalid told the complainant:- all I want
is to depopulate the checkpoint(42) of Tathdh and to
bring Arab people instead for the safety of the back-
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is a region within the administrative limits of Babylon
Governorate today. Moreover. Sura as most people
preponderate that it is currenly Al- Qaasim township

of Babylon.

Furthermore. other geographer. Al- Bakric men-
tioned that Karbala«wasa position in direction of Kufa
and in that place Imam Hussein(pbuh) martyred as

the poet)Ibin Katheer said:-
S & by ol b B

This verse denotes that there two prophetic grand-

sons. one was a good man and second banished in
Karbala'.

Al- Bakri. this way. refers that Karbala'was part of
jurisprudence of Al- Waalic the Caliph's Agent.of
Kufa. that wide province during the Caliphate of
Imam Ali(pbuh). Thus. it is highly noticed that the
fame of Karbala was connected with the martyrdom
of Imam Hussein(pbuh) as well as his companions
and household members. That site is limited within a

geographical spot that had various names.
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ing. dome and a porch for it holds the sacred bodies
of Imam Hussein(pbuh) as well as his martyrs of his
companions and his household members who fell
down at the battlefield of Al- Taff. Henceforward.the
Mohammedan Shi'ac from wherever. resolved to
come to the holy shrine of Imam Hussein(pbuh) in
huge numbers. particularly on the day of 'Aashura.on
which the Imam was assassinated. It is the tenth day
of the Arab lunar month. Muharram. And they come
on the 'Arba’een. the fourteenth day to the martyrdom
of Imam Hussein(pbuh). On these two days.Karbala
would be filled with so many pilgrims from different
Islamic countries. In addition to these two main ser-
mons. the town is aimed by the people in other occa-

sion all the year round(35).

Thus. Karbala. is a vision for courage. sacrifice and
martyrdom as the geographer described it. But. his
depiction refers that this town was within the borders
of Babylon when he said:- «It is near the palace of

'Ibin Hubeyrah)(37) and it neighbors Sura(38). which
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pire. Al- Qaddissiya was 45 miles distant from Kufa.
Another most reforming battle happened there. the
Taff battle in 6 1.H. which increased the sacredness of
Karbala'(30).

Additionally. The word Karbala'c is probably de-
rived from the term. Karbalah. which means the soft
soil beneath the stepping feet. But karbalah. gives an-
other sense. the stiffing out. for instance it is said the
wheat seeds have been sifted out in reference to refin-
ing them. Hence. that land might have been free of
the weeds or the stones. Terminologically. on other
hand. there is other similar name. the Karbal. the sor-

rel plants which perhaps were spread out there(31).

Whatever. one more geographer. 'Tbin Hawqalcsaid
that « Karbala'is a position on the western bank of
Euphrates'near the palace of Tbin Hubeyrah and it
embraces the tomb of Imam Hussein(pbuh). He has
a great shrine and it is aimed by big assemblages for
pilgrimage during all the year»(33). This is a clear de-

notation that the holy shrine had a marvelous build-
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Assyrian capital in the north of Mesopotamia which
had other similar name: Nineveh. Consequently. they
called this new settlement as Nineveh in commemora-

tion of their original capital(27).

TheCarmeliteabbot. Anstance Marrythelate(1866-
1847 A. D). thought that:-( What we could know
throughoutourstudying that Karbala'wasacompound
word. Kurban and 'Til meaning the sanctity of God or
the or the holiness of God)(28). Furthermore«the two
geographers. Al- Bakri and Al- Himiari mentioned
that Karbala'had been:-( A site in Iraq which is part of
Kufa township)(29).

Yet afterwards. after the emergence of Islam. there
were number of battled took place in that land. the
most prominent of which were Al- Qaddissiyah in
14. H. during the caliphate of 'Umar Bin Al- Khatab.
This war was led the Companion. Sa'd Bin Abi Waqa-
as between the Persians and the Arab Muslims. and
the latter could won that war against one of the great-

est empires of the time. the Persian Sassanid Em-
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Second:-TheHistoricaldescriptionofKarbala'Land.

A historianc however. depicts the sacredness
of Karbalain pre- Islamic periods:-( the most
splendid.purest and kindest soil is that of Karbala',
It contained temples and house graves for the
pre- Islam folks as reported in the speech of Imam
Hussein(pbuh):- Oh. see as though the parts of
my body are being torn by the desert wolfs between
Nawawees and Karbala)(25). This historian reached
thatuptotheearlyIslamicages. theland of Karbala’had
been as a large cemetery. This fact. as he sees. is based
on many excavated coffins made of pottery and in-
clude dead bodies goes back to the times before the
birth of Christ(26).

There arec moreover. many historians and geogra-
phers gave their opinion on origins of the name of
Karbala'. Some of them think that it comes from a
compound Assyrian word. Kerba Tloc meaning close
to the god. They also mention that an Assyrian horde

settled in this territory following to the ruin of their
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Imam Hussein in an arid land. Imam Hussein. mean-
while. said to his companions:- dets stop here in this
village)cwhich was Nineveh(24). Itis worthily to men-
tion that it was called in the Persian classic literature
as "Meh Bar Soor Alam" which means the holy place.
It might be that there were many Magian temples

during the Persian Sassanid rule.

Karbala Heritage é Quarterly Authorized Journal

>



The Historical Factors of the Emergence and Development of Karbala"Town in the Middle Islamic ‘
Ages

jail any person found exercising spiritual sermons at
the holy shrine inside underground dark cells. Most
of the people. for that reason. quitted pilgrimage. and
the waters remained surrounding the tomb without
reaching it in one of the greatest miracle by the men
of God(22).

A part of Karbala' was known also as Al- Taff which
means the land by river for this land was adjacent to
Al- 'Alqami streamlet. This part was composed of
many springs as Shithatha. Al- Qatqataaniah. Al-
Rahaymieh and 'Ayn Al-Jamal. Those springs. at that
time. belonged to persons or agents who were vested

by authority to control the checkpoints there(23).

There was other name for Karbala'« Shifiyah.
which was a name was called on a well dug by Bano
'Assad tribe and there was a village around the well.
The name of that village was Nineveh as mentioned
in the accounts of Imam Hussein while in his way
to Karbala'and forbidden by Al- Hur. an Umayyad
marshalc before he repented. Al- Hur planned to put
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The region. as a result to the consequence of the
events. gained other names as Al- Haa'ir or Al-
Heer. This designation belongs to an incident in
the Abbasid Era when an Abbasid Caliph. Al- Mu-
tawakilc determined to efface the Tomb of Imam
Hussein(pbuh) by inundation. That Caliph ordered
to prepare bulls provided with ploughs to sew the
area and then to overflow the low ground that con-
tains the holy shrine of the Imam. But it was a divine
miracle. the bulls stopped and never moved and the
water Haar an Arabic verb in the past tense means
went backwards.although the targeted land was very
low as far as concerned with the water level. Almut-
awakilc nevertheless. never refrained. and gave orders
to demolish the Tomb and the dome for number of
times in the years(236¢ 237 247.H.). In addition. he
issued ordinance to sew and irrigate the lands around
the holy shrines and prohibited the pilgrimage to
which. Consequently. the Abbasid police began to
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the Muslim Conquest. That cemetery. was near
Nineveh.and nowadays is within the administrative
boundaries of Al- Husseiniah. preciselyin North West
of Karbala'(17) which was founded on the obsolete site
of Karbala' town(18). It seems that this position was
used for the industrialization of the pottery coffins. in-
side which the ancient Babylonians buried their dead
corps. That spot has been reported in the narrated ac-
counts of Imam Hussein( pbuh) when he said:- Oh.
see as though the parts of my body are being torn by
the desert wolfs between Nawawees and Karbala'(19).
Anyway. this part of land was the most noticeable vil-
lage in the area in view of two tributaries of Euphra-
tesc Al- 'Algami and Nineveh. for irrigation therein.
Therefore. it was populated by Bano 'Assad tribe
which worked in cultivation. and later Imam Hus-
sein( pbuh) and his companions arrived at it and.as
known. the Taff battle took place. Post the martyr-
dom of Imam Hussein(pbuh). there were other sub-

rivers established. as Al- Ghazani and Al- Sulaymani.
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seeking protection from God was because the so bad
meaning of 'Aqr. the slaughter. Imam Hussein. again
asked one more specific question. what is the name
of this spot we are now inside it? Then he was given
another answer that was. Karbala'. Then he said:- Oh
we seek refuge in Allah from the Agony and the Ca-
lamity. This denotes. on other hand that Karabala'is
a compound word for another meaning. The com-
panions of Imam Hussein meanwhile. started feeling
with evil omen; and they all wanted to leave that land
but they were prevented and were force to remain
far a way from reaching even the water for drinking.
Thus began the notable war between seventy seven
fighters. the fellow- men of Imam Hussein on side
and four thousand knights. the army of 'Umar Bin
Sa'dc on other side. at the well- known Taft War(16).

The province of Karbala'. had another ancient name
in the Syriac language. Nawawees. plural of Nawoos
which means Sacroghagos. Accordingly. that ground

had contained a cemetery for the Christians before
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were plains and so easy for cultivation. Later on. this

province was named as Al- Husseinia.

This land has a great holiness in the hearts of the
Mohammedan Shi'a since it reported in the cited ac-
counts from a Twelver Imam. Muhammad Al- Bagqir(
pbuh):-( Al- Ghadhiria is the spot in which Prophet
Muses talked God and Noah confined a secret to God.
Its is the most honorable land for Allah. If notcthen he
would not selected it to rest in peace the virtuous bod-
ies of his saints and of the grandsons of his Prophet
there in Al- Ghadhiria)(14).

However.itmust turnanattention toanother name.
'Aqr Babil. which was a village in the western north of
Al- Ghadhiria. This village has reported in the histori-
cal narration of Imam Hussein's( pbuh) coming prior
to Al-Taff Battle. When the Imam was sieged by the
infantry and the knights of his enemy. 'Ibin Ziyad. he
said what is the name of this land ?. So. Imam Hussein
was given an answer that was 'Aqr. then he said:- Oh

we Seek refuge in Allah from the 'Aqr. It seems thathis
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compound word consists of two parts.( Kur Babil ).
The first part. Kur is an ancient word means the plural
of villages. and the second part. Babilc means Babylon.
Hence. the compound word gives a meaning that is
the Babylonian satellite villages. Moreover.they think
that thisregion was(thevillage of Prophet Jonah(pbuh)
which is mentioned in the scriptures in the ancient
times. It was named as Nineveh and called on either
the present Iraqi city. Mosulc and on part of Kufa in
the center of Iraq)(11). Theruinsofthisland of Kufaare
now a range of hills running from south of Al- Hindi-
ya Dam to the estuary of Al- 'Algami streamlet(12).
So« Karbala had other names as Al- Ghadhirya. in at-
tribution to Ghadhirat Bano Asad. Ghadhira« on oth-
er hands means a side village in reference that manor
belonging to Bano Asad nearby Kufa. This territory
was settled by the Arab tribec Bano Asad. after the
city of Kufa had been designed:built and dwelled by
the Arab tribes descending from Madhr or Qays(13).
They found it very proper for living because that land
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holy shrines which might be considered as scarce ex-

amples in the Arab and Islamic worlds(8).

Again. the name of Karbala'has historical roots
go back to the ancient ages of the Babylonian Chal-
deans in 1881 B. C. the Lakmids(633- 268 A. D) and
the Manadhiras when they were the rulers of Hira.
Hira. the capital of the latters had been a small city
surrounded by gardens and was filled in castles. More
its population worked in sewing for it had many
water springs and streamlets in all over its parts.
Similarly.the archaeologists describe Karbala'as a
cultural area containing boroughs and villages in the
Assyrian times. the periods of the Kassites of Baby-
lonia in(1157 B. C) and in the modern Babylonian
reign(600- 330 B. C). In addition. there were other
places for settlement.some of them in the Persian Sas-
sanid(226- 652 A. D) and others in the central and

late medieval Islamic ages(10).

There are historians could come up with the mean-

ing of the word Karbala'. They discovered that it is a
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in Baghdad during the Abbasid Islamic reign and
Samara in the time of an Abbasid Caliph.Al- Mut-
awakil(205- 247.H. \822-861 A. D). There was one
more cause for building cities. the religious one(5).
as Karbala'and Najaf since they contain holy shrines
and. for this reason they both became leading mile-

stones for sainthood among the world cities(6).

Prior to the Islamic conquest. Karbalahad been
composed of small villages and manors belonged to
Persian Zoroastrian merchants and population who
depended upon cultivation for living(7). But the ac-
tual history of the appearance of this town began after
the mentioned Taff Battle in 61.H. in which Imam
Hussein(pbuh) martyred. After then Karbala' became
one of the famous Islamic metropolises and a center
the religious tourism not only in the context of Iraq
but in the global Arab and Islamic rage also. Beside
tourism. the holy sites of Karbala'represent architec-
tural and archeological artworks. That could be seen

in the styles. paintsc domes and minarets of the two
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It is worthily to say that each city of Iraq had some
factors behind its foundation and existence. There-
fore. any town includes particular advantages differ-
ent than other as in the geographical location which
represents the common characteristic of Iraq. The
special position of this country. as well as the unique
historical and cultural factors had ever created it
the cradle of the most ancient world civilizations.
ThusKarbala'could be considered as part of that clas-

sic culture of Iraq.

The evolution of cities did not come from no thing.
There were many military causes for this upgrowth
during the time the Arab Islamic conquests in the early
Islamic era as Basra which is regarded as a prominent
example of this kind. Moreover. there were adminis-
trative reasons for the establishment of other towns as
Al- Hajaj Bin Yosif Al- Thuqafi(40- 95.H.\ 660- 714
A. D) did when he chose and built Wasit as a cen-
tral location between Basra and Kufa Towns. An-

other political factor for creating cities could be seen
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The archaeological excavations in Iraq showed that
many parts of this country had been flourished and
filled with life. particularly the ancient riverine spots
by Tigress and Euphrates and the adjacent territories.
Thiswas notonlythe advantage of the humid areas. but
the rocky districts as Al- Akhedhir. west of Karbala.
were also thriving. This confirms that all the prov-

inces of Karbala'were blooming and had civilized life.

The name of Karbala'c however. had number of
means. but it must be known that Karbala'is a non-
Arabic word because there were various nations set-
tled on this land. It seems that the demise of the Baby-
lonian civilization deeply affected the civil life of Iraq
and of all the parts of Karbala'until Islam in the sev-
enth century. Then. especially after the Battle of Taffin
6 1.h. and the martyrdom of Imam Hussein(pbuh).the
grandson of Prophet Muhammad(pbuh). and the
members of his household who were. as a result. bur-
ied in the honorable land of Karbala'. this spot became

the cornerstone of civilization later on(3).
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First:— The Etymology of Karbala’

Islam is known from the ancient periods of times as
a human phenomenon. when peoples still magnify
the faith and think that any belief has two sides. first
the theoretical one. the doctrines; second. the pract-
cal side of it. the worship. Thus. Islam has exercised
so direct influence over the nature of the society and
its life for about three centuries that the city regarded
as Islamic town in the Islamic world. This due to the
fact that Islam was the most religion that encouraged
to establish cities for it had been founded in the Arab

Islamic town with all its cults and sermons‘"

Iraq has luckily gained a spiritual placement as it
contains a great number of the sacred shrines and
sanctuaries. In addition. most of the towns of this
country have so religious feature that Iraq is consid-
ered one of the tour states since it receives tourists and
pilgrims from different places. Therefore the main

Iraqi cities acquired a specific special civilized style(2).
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ized by living by the river shores. therefore. it has been
said that the water and the civilization as an insepara-
ble twin. This featureis theoretically applied on differ-
ent phases of the urban progress upto the Islamic Era.
Then cities appeared as a result for military needs as
Kufaand Basra. as an administrative one as Wasit and

Samara or as a religious factor as Najaf and Karbala’.

Anyway. Karbala’ Town. our theme. is one of the
Iraqi towns that emerged as a response to religious
motive during the Islamic period. This mainly re-
sulted from a significant incident occurred on
the land of which. That was the Taff Battle which
ended in the martyrdom of Imam Hussein(pbuh)
and his brother Imam Abbas(pbuh) and the buryof
their virtuous bodies therein. Hence. this land
contained the bloods of the household of Prophet
Muhammad(pbuh) which have been shed to be an
example followed by every inherent pious man. Thus.
Karbala’ became one of the most important towns

in theological. archaeological and economic sides.
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Abstract

Towns are regarded as the most important phenom-
enon of the settlement of the human society. Since
the dawn of the civilizations. the cities have been con-
sidered as the best civic achievements that contrib-
uted in the progress and promotion of the human-
ity. Town represents the urbanization which has also
been emanated from several historical developments.
These developments appeared in the early period as
urban gatherings on the river banks in particular as in
the ancient beginnings of the Indian. Egyptian and
Mesopotamian Civilizations.

Furthermore. it seems that the geographical factors
have more influential roles in the rise of the culture of
Iraq over various ages. The abundant water resourc-
es. in part. the ability of the Mesopotamian person to
invent and the fertile soil led to the existence of many
human gatherings which were gradually transformed

into civilized city communities.

These populated colonies werec however. character-
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area against which aggression is always directed. Each level has ifs
degree of injustice against its heritage, leading to its being removed
and its heritage being concealed; it is then written in shorthand and
described in a way which does not actually constitute but ellipsis or
a deviation or something out of context.

3-According to what has just been said. Karbala' Heritage Centre
belonging to Al-Abbas Holy Shrine set out to establish a scientific
journal specialized in Karbala' heritage dealing with different matters
and aiming to:

-the researchers viewpoints are directed to studying the heritage
found in Karbala' with its three dimensions: civil. as part of Iraq and
as part of the east.

- Watching the changes. the alternations and additions which
show duality of the guest and luxury in Karb