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Abstract

The research explores the city of Hillah, one of Iraq’s most
prominent Arab centers of learning, culture, and civilization
since its foundation in the fifth Islamic century. It offers a
comparative reading of how Arab historians and writers and
foreign travelers and Orientalists portrayed the city, aiming to
uncover the differing impressions each group held regarding its

people, heritage, and historical role in Islamic civilization.

The study highlights al-Hillah’s intellectual, literary, and
architectural significance as a hub of jurisprudence, language,
poetry,and philosophy, while also examining Western depictions
that often linked it to the legacy of ancient Babylon and its
distinctive riverine geography. Through the analysis of Arabic
and Western sources, the research demonstrates that Arab
writers viewed al-Hillah as a symbol of knowledge, generosity,
and cultural identity, whereas foreign observers saw it with a
sense of wonder and admiration for its continuity amid the ruins

of ancient civilizations.
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Ultimately, the study concludes that al-Hillah stands as a

%

bridge of civilizational dialogue between East and West, and
that studying it through diverse sources reveals the richness of

the shared human heritage embodied in this history city.
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