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Al-Alamah’s Suspensions of Judgment
(Tawaqqufat) in Fatwa: Between
Jurisprudence and Piety

Sheikh Abdul Halim Awad AL-Hilli
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Abstract

Everyone knows that the Allamah (Grand Scholar) is,
undoubtedly, a jurist (Fagih) of the first order, and that
he possesses deep insight into jurisprudence (Figh). His
jurisprudential works are diverse: some are demonstrative
(Istidlali) for Shi'a scholars, such as Al-Mukhtalaf; others are
demonstrative between Shi‘a scholars and those of other
Islamic schools of thought (Madhahib), such as Al-Muntaha and
Al-Tadhkirah; and some are purely fatwa-based (Futwa'i), such

as Al-Irshad and Al-Qawa’id.

Despite his vast knowledge and profound expertise in
Figh, one still finds him explicitly stating in some issues, “Here,
| am one of those who suspend judgment (Al-Mutawaqgqifun).”
The article presented to the esteemed reader showcases some
instances of fatwas where the Allamah clearly suspended
judgment by saying: “l am one of those who suspend judgment

here.”

Through reading this article, the esteemed reader will
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comprehend the Allamah’s depth and mastery over the sayings
of the jurists and their proofs, and will also observe the piety
(Tagwa) governing the articulation of opinions on religious

rulings (Ahkam Shar’iyyah).
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