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Abstract

This research deals with the semantic contrast (or
opposition) in the poem “The Misstep of Time”, which is one of
the most widely circulated elegies by Al-Sayyid Haydar Al-Hilli.
In this poem, he mourns Al-Hussein (PBUH), his family, and his
companions during the agonizing event of Karbala (the Battle of

Al-Taff).

The poet, known for his great poetic talent and vast linguistic
mastery, excelled at choosing semantically contrasting words to
depict the tragedy in all its contradictions and oppositions. The

most prominent of these contrasts are of two types:

Contrastbetween Verbs: The poetintroduced actions (verbs)
and then used verbs that contrast with them to paint a picture of
the event, which encompasses strangeness, contradiction, and
condemnation in all its proceedings and developments. These
verbs, with their indications of action, revealed what happened

on the day of Al-Taff.

Contrast between Nouns: The poet employed nouns, both
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concrete and abstract, and brought forth contrasting nouns
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that oppose them in signification, thereby illuminating their
meanings. Through this technique, he created a lamentation
(lament) that stands as one of the finest elegies in Arabic

poetry.

Keywords: contrast, semantic, elegy, Ahl al-Bayt, al-Husayn,

al-Taff, al-Wagqi‘ah, death, nouns, verbs.
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