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ABSTRCT

Travels books are quite useful. Prominent among their 

benefits is exploring the appellations of places visited 

by travelers, their origins, together with the legendary 

and historical research accompanying the process of the 

derivation of their names. In this context, toponymy is 

the discipline which studies the names of geographic 

locations. This discipline is a branch of onomastics which is 

concerned with studying the origins of names, their roots 

and derivations for persons, places, etc. Such scientific 

field requires knowing very old languages, dialects, 

history of the places under study, and the memories of the 

people inhabiting these places, their immigrations, social 

transformations and sometimes even their races.

In fact, Al-Dafter's aforementioned book represents one 

of the first Basri attempts to investigate travels literature 

during the 1940s. The author is a literary figure, a poet,a 



linguist, a journalist, a traveler, and an author of philosophical 

writings. He made use of his broad knowledge to explore 

the appellations of places in the north f Iraq. 

Key Words: Mohammad Hadi Al-Dafter, Toponymy,travels 

literature, names of cities, derivation.
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