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Abstract

Ali bin Zaid Al-Basri is known for his strong support of
Shiism. He was one of the outstanding religious scholars
and imams in Basra, besides his notable personality. He
defended Prophet Mohammad and Islamic creed at a time
where disputes and debates of Islamic sects and doctrines
constituted a distinguished phenomenon. He also recited
'traditions' on the merits of Imam Ali bin abi Taleb.

It is clear from Al-Basri recounting that he had tried
to reflect ideas and notions pertinent to the culture of
that age. He, for instance, lived during the Umayyad and
Abbasid's eras, and so he tried to verify and corroborate
historical recitations and stories that promoted the status
of Ahl Al-Bayt. He further stood against those who opposed
Ahl Al-Bayt asserting that they lacked the values of the

spirit of Islam. Al-Basri was influenced by the intellectual
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milieu around him and also the way historical information
was transferred at the time. He therefore committed some

mistakes owing to his convictions and interpretations.
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