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Abstract

The Ukood Al-Asabi' (Using fingers in calculations) is a
short message (in Arabic) by an author known for his many
classifications that cover various fields of knowledge. This
message was classified in response to requests by highly
interested persons. The message is part of a manuscript
comprising a number of requests by keen scholars. This
message is found in a manuscript on pages 163-164.
The manuscript is in Teheran Library under No. 12/1131.
Another copy is in Malak Library (Teheran), No. 4/3572. A
third copy is in the American Library, No. 984. The present
study covers a number of aspects. The first one is about
the historical dimension of this calculation method. This
method has been usedinthe pre-Islamicerawhereit played
a vital role in facilitating calculations by flexing fingers in

various agreed-upon positions that represent the numbers
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1-9999. The second aspect is about mathematics and its
role in man's practical life. This method has been useful
for worshipping and everyday activities, for astronomical
sciences, surveying, and other sciences. The third aspect
introduces fingers calculations method and how it is used.

This study is characterized by practical application
through using fingers in calculations accompanied by
pictures that facilitate understanding the calculation

process.
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