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ABSTRACT

Father Carre is a French Jesuit preacher and explorer.
During his first visit to the East, he visited Basra where
his ship anchored in Basra Port on 30 August, 1669. He
was favorably impressed by the city due primarily to its
wonderful date-palm orchards and trees. He was a witness
of the bloody events following the Ottoman military
campaign against Basra in 1668 to put an end to the self-
rule of the Afrasiyab Dynasty. He uniquely documented
these events portraying in particular the tragic events of
the citizens of Basra during the military campaign. When
the ruler of Basra Yahya Pasha asked Carre for help through
using the guns of the ship against the Ottomans, Carre
refused lest war developments should go on behalf of the
Ottomans.

Carre highlighted the Ottoman wali's (ruler) approach to
attract Basra people to be able to control the City Port and

trade. He also touched on the fate of the last Afrasiyab ruler
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Hussain Pasha who was expelled later on, marking the end
of the Afrasiyab Dynasty in Basra.

The study is divided into three parts: the political and
security aspect, the economic aspect, and the social aspect.
It adopts an analytical and critical approach refuting
throughout the fallacies raised against Basra community
at that time and the denominations of certain places.

Key Words: Carre's trip, Basra, the traveler as a witness,
the Ottoman campaign, end of the Afrasiyab Dynasty,

Basra tragic events
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