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ABSTRACT

Literal meaning is considered to be one of the important
topics in Arabic language due to the precise meanings,
plethora of usages, and plenty of causes and rules it
includes. This is especially valid when such meaning
is directed towards semantic field, leading to outward
meanings embodied in names, verbs, and prepositions.

Arab scholars paid due attention to study prepositions.
Prepositions were first included within grammatical
categories. Sibawaih's book and the grammarians who
followed him up tothe period of specializationin compilation
are lucid examples. More than 20 books were compiled
on prepositions revealing scholars' deep understanding
of Arab linguistic heritage. Usuli scholars contributed
markedly then in studying prepositions. That was part of
their efforts to understand religious texts in general and
legal texts in particular. Late Usuli scholars, starting with

the time of Aakhond Al-Khurasany, tended to classify
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language into nominal and literal meanings, coupled with
extensive arguments on linguistic matters ramifications and
discussions.

The present study is based on a valuable manuscript
written by Sayyed Abdul Sahed Al-Helu, one of the
Aakhond students. This manuscript helped to discern the
Usuli development and study the literal meaning proposed
by the Usulis. The treatise is, in fact, a unique text reflecting
the Usuli mature study of prepositions.

Key Words: Jurisprudence Rules; Prepositions; Literal

Meaning; Sayyed Abdul Sahed Al-Helu; Word Creation.
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