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Abstract

The writings of foreign travelers are considered an
important source to study the modern history of Iraq,
especially during the Ottoman rule of Iraq.This importance
is not attributed to the great number of these writings ,
but also to the rich historical material they contain and
the methodology of their presentation. They offered an
accurate and a comprehensive description of the different
aspects of daily life in a differentand interesting style, thatis
not found in most of the local sources that approached and
studied that period of time. The present study explores the
city of Basra conditions during the Ottoman era based on
the writing of the Cariston Niebuhr who arrived at Basra in
yvio. He is one of the well-known European travelers who is
known by his accuracy of observation and documentation.
He is the first traveler who accurately drew maps to the
places that he visited. This made him a reliable source in
comparison with his travelers peers due to the significance
of the historical data he has presented which contributed
to shed light, notably on the events of that time.
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