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people at that time showed respect, loyalty and love for Imam Ali. One
of these important places which continued up to the present is Imam
Ali Mosque (Khutwa). This is a testimony of how Shiitism has grown
and settled in Basra.

The present research work therefore seeks to investigate a historical
fact, and to remove any complications or ambiguities connected with
it. The current study adopted an objective perspective away from any
prejudice or sectarianism that could be found in intellectual works
which endeavor to corrupt the concept of Shiitism. For this reason,
the current study has adopted the analytical and descriptive approach.

The study contains four chapters. The first chapter studies Basrah as
a city. The second chapter studies Shiitism in Basrah. The third chapter
studies the political role of Basrah Shiites.The fourth chapter deals with

the intellectual role of Shiites in Basrah.
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Loyalty for Shiitism was linguistic rather than terminological. Also,
The Othmanism of Basrah was weakened by the nature of the manifold
social structure which decided the differences in tendencies.One of
the historical justifications which warranted the quality of 'Othmanism'
on Basrah counted on the support of Basrah citizens to AlJamel(camel)
side.

Yet, one cannot generalize this concept because a large number of
Basrah people stood with and supported Imam Aliin Jamel battle. This
view emphasizes the idea that Shiitism of Basra people was neglected
for political reasons.

What supports the Shiitism of Basrah people was the arrival of some
Sehaba (Prophet Mohammad's companions)who supported Imam Al
shortly after the announcement of Basra as a city. However ,Shiitism
of Basrah people preceded the coming of these Sehaba because it
existed at Abdul Qais tribe prior to 30 of Hijera.

Another indicator of Shiitism in Basrah is the existence of thirteen
monuments connected with the name of Imam Ali. The existence of
those tangible evidences date back to 36 of Hejira when Imam Ali came
to Basrah and settled there for a short time, yet he carried a number of
achievements in different levels.

The existence of these monuments is an example of how Basrah



Abstract

Thanks to God Almighty, peace be upon the Prophet, AL-Mustafa,
and to hisfollowers, and to everybody who has believed in his message.

Shiitism is one of the intellectual and ideological topics that assumes
an important area in Islamic history, and it has been a topic that has
opened the door for political, social, and ideological theorization.

The identity of a certain region is closely related to the concepts
of this region and visa versa. The current objective observation to
Basrah is related to its historical importance being one of the first
cities built by Muslims in the 14Hejira due to its prominent position
near Shat-al Arab, and its nearby location to the Arab Gulf area, let
alone its importance as Iraq's sole marine outlet. Besides that, Basrah
enjoys various demographic features. What is mentioned above has
motivated the researcher to study the topic of "Shiitism in Basrah and
to deal objectively with such a topic from political and ideological
angles .Simultaneously there has been another view which violates
the supporters and followers of Imam Ali and AL-alBait (peace be upon

them).
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