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o [P P U Abstract

3. The parliamentary elections conducted in Basrah"
during (1947-1958) revealed the gradation in the political”
consciousness as to the city and the countryside. and the"
conventional nature of the elections whether in renominating”
the names of the government candidates (indirect election)

or by supporting the candidates directly.



The Political Situations in Basrah ..................... G
«clandestine or otherwise « during the (1940s) and the (1950s).
The movement. however. was influenced by the political
events. both locally and on pan - Arab level. and also in
terms of their estimate of the influence of the events on the
public opinions in Basrah which were generally governed
by two trends: in addition to the inclination of traditional"
parties which sustains their participation in the public parties
that support the authority. particularly the Soualist Umma
Party. however. the revolutionary thoughts and the nature of
nationalist movement in the world after the Second World
War influenced the political awareness especially that of"
students who have been stimulated by ideologies such as
Communism and nationalism.

2. Foreign capitalism and national capital contributed after
the Second World War to the rise of a formidable world class
that had a strong relationship with political and economic
events in Iraq. Trade unions had their important role at that
particular era despite the oppression inflicted by the authori-
ties despite the dissolution law of the parties and unions in
(1954). The labour movement. however. had expressed itself

in many strikes.
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The preface sheds light on the political situation in Basrah
during the war. simply because Britain had chosen it as an
economic and a military base¢ a choice that had its influence
elicited on opposition that showed itsely in May in (1941)
insurgence which was witnessed in Basrah.

Chapter One deals with the political parties that were"
licensed in Basrah (Nuri Saeed's Cabinetc Nov. (1946)
tracing their political and organizational activities along with
their role in the political life in Basrah following the Second
World War.

Chapter Two deals with the labour movement in Basrah
its role. The political situation for the labour movement was
crystallized after the Second World War and became part and
parcel of the national movement.

The parliamentary life is tackled in Chapter Three . This
has been carried out through a survey of elections that took
place in (1947-1948) in order highlighting their relevancy to
the political situation in Basrah after the Second World War.

The study has come out with the following conclusions:

1. The political movement in Basrah became quite explicit"

particularly with the licencising of the political parties"



Abstract

The research attempts to study the political situa-
tion in Basrah after the Second World War in the period"
(1945-1958) and its relationship with the political situation in
Iraq in general. This is actually due to the specific position of
Basrah. geographically « economically and militarily. along
with the population. its distribution and social structure « and
finally the political consciousness taking into account that it
is a border city. liable to be influenced by events quicker than
the rest of Iragq.

The reason behind the choice of this period (the end of the
Second World War) is that the world changed from a state of
war into a state of peace which consequently led to a process”
of democratization that manifested itself unions. and their
influence on Iraq in general and Basrah in particular.
The year (1958) marked the end of the monarchy and the
dawning of the 14 th July Revolution is a watershed in Iraq’s
politics thereby political event flowed a different course.

The study is divided into three chapters with a preface.
an introduction and a conclusion. Some appendices are also”

annexed to it with a list of bibliography as well.
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