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Sound Accumulation in the Basri Poem,

Collaboration of Rhythm and Meaning

As-Sayyab as an Example
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ABSTRACT

There is no doubt that the sound plays a vital role in
constituting the music of any word and formulating the
structures of literary expressions. This is achieved through
the tone embodied in words and also the suggestion
aroused due to their harmonious connection that leads
to certain words or expressions. The 'sound' is, however,
meaningless by itself; its expressive value is linked to its
qualities. It becomes clear therefore that studying any
literary work cannot be complete unless the signification
of sounds and their suggestive impact on both the creative
writer and the recipient are given due attention. As the
sound is the essence of poetry, readers cannot understand
poetry well unless we could trace the influence of sounds
on the tone and rhythmic signification of the poem.

As-Sayyab's poetry gives the evidence that he is

AYNA J5NI O alS - N E8) L3N ) @,@mumum‘@‘mmm>




vanguard in the engineering of the sound. He opted for

specific sounds that impart a certain semantic feature
based on sound accumulations that come over during the
creative process.

The present paper deals with As-Sayyb's ability to
employ sound accumulations to bolster the signification
of the poetic text through performing a high degree of
rhythm that discloses fear and leads to an utmost degree

of stress on both levels: acoustic and psychological.
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ABSTRACT

This research paper seeks to tackle some aspects of As-
Sayyab's poetic experience. Some of the opening verses
of his poems have been chosen for study. As-Sayyab has
provedtobeaccurateinchoosingsuggestiveandexpressive
words that express the content of the poem. Four lines of
As-Sayyab's poetry have been analyzed carefully. These
lines depict his passion, sensations and beautiful writing.
"Extolling the poetic Self" has been examined showing his
subtle address of his Diwan (poetic anthology), of which
he felt very proud as it is a tool for his honour. Immortality
of that anthology meant his immortality as well. Such a
phenomenon is noticeable in his poetry despite the fact

that he has faced pain, suffering, and hardships in his life.
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ABSTRACT

The image in the traditional poem is connected with
the idea. It serves as a tool of explanation and emphasis
or rather used for adornment. It has a two-fold function
both for the poet and the recipient. In free verse, imagery
is used in a structural and organic manner that generates a
broader and more complete experience that promotes our
recognition and sensation. This is evident in As-Sayyab's
poetry where 'time' assumes a special status. In his poems,
time always stands against the poet (As-Sayyab), especially
his attitude towards night. Such an attitude bears a
psychological and deep signification in his poems. For As-
Sayyab, 'night' always takes a long time; and daytime is not
different! This is because the poet suffers from alienation
and estrangement. Although As-Sayyab lived beautiful

moments at that night, yet these moments have been
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only limited. In fact, night is like a ghost chasing him with

alienation, diseases, and sought-after memories.
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ABSTRACT

Arabic contemporary poetry, especially the ‘foot
poetry', has employed the popular heritage in all its forms
as they emanate from people's daily common concerns.
specifically, popular heritage provided poetry with a lot of
expressions, tales, beliefs, and chants that have human and
poetic dimensions. In this respect, As-Sayyab is one of the
most important poets who catered for popular heritage.

This paper aims at highlighting the levels of employing
popularheritagein As-Sayyab's poetry and what suggestive
and aesthetic potentials to be added to the poetic text.
The paper adopts a historical and social approach to tackle
popular heritage. This is achieved through investigating
and analyzing As-Sayyab's poems. It is concluded that he
has made full artistic use of the various forms and capacities

of popular heritage.
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ABSTRACT

This research paper studies the openness of aesthetic
patterns in two renowned poems by two outstanding
poets: As-Sayyab's poem "The Sinking Temple" and
Sahrabsephery's Poem "Shasusa". The patterns adopted
take two directions: First, the inward branching; the second,
the external branching of the pattern in which the text is
intermixed with other experiences in its near surroundings
and its vast distant space. The paper also aims at drawing
theatmosphere where humanexperiencessurroundingthe
text gather together, and how the two poets attempted to
engage with and interact with it. One important conclusion
is that the place in the two poems has surpassed its reality.
They have both ignored documentation. The place in them
has achieved a transition from its strict materialism to an

open and infinite existence linked to the absolute human
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being and his conditions or connected to the soul and its

hidden worlds and special conditions.
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ABSTRACT

This dualism is one of the preoccupations of post-
modernism. Such tendency tends to break what is familiar
and central, dismantle frontiers and destroy fences. Such a
duality combines two things with opposite and discordant
relationships, similar to the eternal conflict between the
self and the other. However, the center and margin duality
turned to be one of the most controversial matters. It has
infiltrated into various domains: political, social, literary
and so on.

The present research paper contains an introduction on
the conceptofthe centerand the marginanditsimportance
in the modern literary criticism studies. The First Part is
on the pattern of authority (the center) and people (the
margin), or the authority and the people, together with

the interattraction between the center and the margin. In
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As-Sayyab's poetry, this has been portrayed as a conflict
between two basic elements. As-Sayyab's margin, it is
noticed, is varied and multiple due to the diversity of ideas
and visions. The Second Part tackles the spatial pattern
between the center and the margin: (a) The central place
and city/village controversy; (b) the marginalization of
the center (the homeland and its applications). The Third
Section includes the Man/the Center -- the Woman/the
Margin. Man - Woman duality is an important matter in
As-Sayyab's poetry. Living in a male-oriented community
that marginalizes woman, he felt that the woman turned,
for long, to a mere commodity that is bought and sold.
In some of his poetry, one can feel this: her stark sensual
body features only! The woman (a prostitute), so named by
As-Sayyab, has become outcast and unacceptable to the
other (the Center). She has thus become a mere tool or a
means controlled by the Center that tends to implement

its goals through her.
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and chastity represented in the details of childhood where
we can notice the glittering presence of water in the jewel
of these effective scenes, which is deeply-rooted in the soul
of the oppressed prostitute:

Carrions veiled by coating,

each one who sees them denies

That childhood has blown them

up, one day, by light.

N As a talkative brook &7
KXKKKKKXXXKXKXK¥
:
g She rushed to the river to meet her father ©9,
E,i In conclusion, it is clear that ‘water’ has contributed
i in establishing the psychological signification that the
N worlds of both the city and the village have implanted in

As-Sayyab’s energetic imagination. The paper has shed
light on the texts (poems) diagnosis of reality sought after,
ignoring many other relevant poems to avoid digression

and plenty of details ©?.

4< Basrah Heritage @ Quarterly Refereed Journal >

hVd




Assist. Prof. Mawlood M. Zayed Al-Beedhany, Ph. D.

(a young lady)®3),

Also, “the description of rain and the flow of water, date
palms and the sky, create a feeling of the freshness of the
scene thatencompasses activity and motion ---" ¢4 Children,
throughout, reiterate :"O, rain, O, Halaby! Help daughters of
Chalaby to cross over -++" ),

It thundered, the river bed rang,

And the palm leaves motes shivered,

The lightning flash lit them blue, green, N
then went out. c
The sky, for its streaming rain, opened é
door after door, E;)
Where the river came back, replete, laughing z
Crowned with bubbles. N

It came back green, brown,

Packed with melodies and desires.

The world of childhood village embraces the memories
of “The Blind Prostitute”, a poem by As-Sayyab, as a
contradictory axis to her reality in the world of the city. The

dream of the prostitute is embodied in regaining purity
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Who'll run after the fleeing cloud,

Playing with picking oysters,

And running at the brook’s bank? 32

Water also reflects the oddity of the world of children
and its vague sensations. Besides, water stimulates a deep
wish in exploring these worlds. In his poem “Daughter
of Chalaby's Shanasheel”, as-Sayyab recalls consecutive

scenes of his childhood memories, where, surprisingly, all

V2N of which are raining. These memories

c unveiled an important fact represented in the
% relationship

E between childhood and rain, and the value of the
z symbol of
N rain in As-Sayyab’s poetry. He was especially infatuated

by the

scene of rain and the accompanying lightning and
thunder. This scene is linked in his mind with big dreams
of getting

married, or to see, at least, the owner of the towering

palace
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escapes

to the ample world of childhood ??

The water of the village is a human symbol that extends
to the values of the innocence and pure transparency that
is akin to the virginity of human innocent passions in their
honesty and mildness:

He talked about a bare passion,

Like the brook’s glistening water ¢,

The world of As-Sayyab’s childhood is an aquatic world N
which is fully soaked in the water of the village and his c
childish presence on both banks of the river to play and é
laugh innocently. Ei

Sparrows or children who rejoice, 2

Or water seeping from a rock? N4

Her bare feet

Are oysters clinking in a brooklet.31
HREREKRH KK

Who'll make the ground understand
That children can’t stand the cold hole,
When they walk in the nightfall?
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which stands for the spiritual dimension, revolution, and
change vis-a-vis the world of the material, is sleeping that
the Virgin Mary does not come to-- a reference to the death
of the soul in the city:

Of its operative death on the river,

He walks on its dozing waves.

Oh, can water wake up in the river,

If Mary is a habitue to it? ?®

V2N Moving into the world of the village, one can notice
c that water is united with semantic dimensions of the
:é village images inside As-Sayyab. It becomes an effective
Ei and vital element in the text taking the recipient to the
‘ dreamy horizons of the world of the village: the innocence

N4 and virginity of childhood which conduces to the image

of motherhood and memories of felicity and peace.
Connected with this,
In his response to the river, As-Sayyab lives the memories
of childhood and happiness, a steady orientation in his
response to the meek place, whetheritis ariver,a home,

or a village. When he escapes to the river, he, in fact,
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used to stand nomadism and evil represented in the

outburst

of blind instincts --- 9,

These comparisons also strongly indicate that most of
the images of the place that As-Sayyab has already lived in
represent other images of Jaikur: the place, the dream, and
the lost paradise.

Water in the city has dim dimensions as it is a symbol
for the efficacy of the inoperative soul which is defeated
by the coolness of the material and its inhuman aspects.
In this context, the values of the soul appear both ignored
and outcast finding nobody to adopt it. This can be traced
in the voice of Jesus the Christ who exclaims:"In every café,
a prison, and a home,” depicting the values of the soul for
which he sacrificed himself in the shape of his blood that
has changed into water that nobody drinks in the city.

In every café, prison and home:

“My blood is water for drinking” ?”

In the following quatrain, it is noticed that Jesus Christ,

the symbol of resurrection, has turned to be ‘death’. Water,
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Or that Amuria is back?

And thus reversion was only death!

What did | feel in the ring of shackles?

Only ‘Na’oora’ sound @4,

Conversely, the city is also a ‘Na'oora’ that scoops up
blood:

On each light, winds strew

The shadows of idols in mine,

N As a ‘Na'oora’ to dip out blood #,
c The comparisons that As-Sayyab has held between the
% worlds of the city and the village uncovers the bitter feelings
Ei the poet has felt in the city that ‘killed" him embodied in
2 the wild boar that has killed ‘Adonees (a well-known Syrian-
N4 Lebanese poet) and

depicted the city as a big swine or a huge beast that
ravens

its offsprings. He kills both young people and beauty. It
is a

development of the ancient legendary idea where the

beast
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He may glimpse a river in Durham, ¢
KARKKXXXXRKRKXX

The alienation of soul in a

world of stone. @V

KXKKKXXXXXK]K¥%

Since childhood, they know you,

As they know the moon,

The river banks and rain. 22

As-Sayyab employs the ‘Na'oora’ (water-wheel) , another VAN
symbol, asareferencetotheriveranditsamicable shadows. c
The'Na'oora’ stressestheinnocence of the place, its virginity, é
the absence of the values of greediness and aggressiveness gi
engendered in the city. The sound of the ‘Na'oora’ awakens =
within As-sayyab a deep sensation of security and peace N4

incarnated in the portrait of the village in his mind. In this
respect “the person’s recourse to remembrance is but an
attempt to get over the power of the insecure place and
replace it by a place that belongs to the actual world of the
person -+ 23)

s this Baghdad,
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Outflowing with ropes and sticks tied by disgrace ("7

The road lamps that light the sinful darkness of the city
is a disfigured portrait of the oleander flowers blooming on
the two banks of the river.

The road lights bloomed as

oleander flowers (19,

The absence of the heavenly world created by water
contributed basically to crystallize As-Sayyab's attitude
towards the city. Jaikur, on its part, has been the Utopia that
As-Sayyab has lived the calamity of its loss as “the Utopia
is the sheer opposite of the city that is ignorant, wanton,
commonplace, and straying.” " Besides, the absence of a
meek atmosphere of the village provided mainly by water
turned the city into a scaring and corroded entity where
the values if childhood and innocence are lost and where
the soul is scratched whenever it collides with the hardness
and indolence of the bricks which represent the city. The
river assumes a very familiar and social dimension and
becomes an objective correlative to the world of the city

and its peaceable relationships.
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Both

the city and the village have their own rivers. But how
different these

rivers are?! The village's river is Buwaib with all its
connotations. The city’s

river is a river of spite, blood, malevolence and disgrace,
flowing with

the human throngs where the poet gets lost and swept
away to unknown

regions of fear and sadness. The flow of the river of the
city, indeed, is the

pathways that manifest themselves as rivers outflowing
with the values

of drought of the place .

O, river of spite

Outflowing with daggers and sticks,

So angry (19,

S

| rested my fevered forehead

On my home’s window watching the pathway
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A guard’s step --- | remembered the village idle river,

Flowing to live, to die sipped by ebb.

Its mud bank turns bare until dawn comes

Carrying flow in its radiance ---

Carrying a prancing boat 3.

Moreover, the roads of the city are but petrified and
twisty rivers that do not have the motion of the river and

its merry flow. They rather stay languid and brazen that

N plant in the self the feelings of dullness and gloom amidst
c this artificial entity. Therefore, As-Sayyab sweeps away the
:é world of the village and displaces it by the world of the city.
Ei In his mind’s eye, the streets and roads turn to be rivers that
z writhe as arteries in the body of the city to restore to her

N life, purity, and lost innocence that As-Sayyab recognizes

in the voice of his son ‘Ghailan”:
O, Jaikur, from your lips itis born,
From your blood in mine,
Converting the city’s poles
Into mulberry trees in spring -+

Rivers shoot out of its sad roads 4.
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world which is infected with the feelings of transgression
and exploitation:

The baby girl, unshod, crawled as breeze

Collecting, from the city, its songs and weeping,

As oysters and stones of a sand shore ("),

The boats of the village carry the good news of life birth
and revive the hope of building up the place (the dream),

established by lovers who mix up their overwhelming and

innocent feelings with the sensibility of fertility, perpetuity N
and relaxation. The boats of the city are vehicles loaded c
with sins and iniquity reflected through the faces of the %
prostitutes coloured with fake make-up that diagnozes E,i
falseness and deceit that govern human relationships 2
inside the city: S

How different are the lovers’ boats
From a car having a harlot in? (12

KA KKKKKK%

Listening and darkness are a car-horn

That sends a love message to the harlot

KX XXKXKXX¥
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cannot be a realistic presence that can keep its real features.

In fact, “the safe place is called to mind -+ to refuse the
current reality and to search for a substitute that contradicts
with the signification of the first place.” © The city, that
outcast place in which As-Sayyab lives disappointed and
expatriated, appears in his poetry as something contrary to
the village, the cradle of affection and peace. Yet, it projects
distorted pictures contrary to the values of security in the
village. As Bashlar says the city is a rough sea’ that grants
sea gifts including colourful stones and oysters that provide
a high feeling of exultation and the delight of discovering
the unknown and exploring closed worlds that hide
themselves inside this small creature (9,

The scattered particles of the city fills ourselves with
feelings of childhood with all its happiness. The city, on its
part, is boisterous and noisy. Involved in this atmosphere are
the drunk and the prostitutes with their bawdy songs and
where the weeping of the poor and the oppressed, though
high, is lost amidst this crowdedness. This is liable to offer

a bitter feeling of oppression, loss, and detachment of this
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of civilization and spiritual alienation.” ©

As-Sayyab clung to the world of the village, implanted in
its soil, carrying it with him while he was wandering about
in the boisterous avenues. The village, however, turned to
be a psychologically internal place he used to flee into due
to the aggressiveness of the city and his loss in it, stressing
that man’s real place is the one that lives inside the human
being, and not where man lives. "Whenever As-Sayyab
moved a step forward, he found himself retreat ten steps!
Feeling fatigued, he went back to his hometown: Jaikur
and water.” ¥ His symbols at that moment became quite
apparent in his poetry to the point that

Jaikur and Buwaib, its river, and its date palm trees,

water and

oysters have become part of this symbolic system which

is suggestive

of fertility. Babel and the city with its mud houses, on

their turn, were

characterized by infertility, complexity and death ®.

The presence of the antagonistic place inside the self
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only transient and faint in the midst of the city’s uproar” ©.

As-Sayyab, among other poets, has taken an anterior
attitude in standing in an adverse position against the city
and its void civilization represented especially in the values
and humanity. Such an animosity to the city “is not merely
a satire, as it is actually a deep analysis of the facts of the
place and an individual attempt, though on the level of the
word or the dream, to purge the focal points of ugliness on
our life through poetry.” @ He, for example, could not be in
accord with Baghdad as it could not wipe out the image
of Jaikur or efface it within himself for various reasons. The
clash between Jaikur and Baghdad brought out a chronic
shock even when As-Sayyab himself returned to Jaikur
and found it changed. Notwithstanding this change, he
was unable to love Baghdad or get along with it. He kept
on dreaming that Jaikur should one day be born out of
himself. Jaikur, in fact, “was revived after its extinction, as he
immortalized itin his poetry and granted it an unperishable
existence.” © It is thought “that As-Sayyab usually comes

nearer to Jaikur whenever he goes deeper into the details

4< Basrah Heritage @ Quarterly Refereed Journal >
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Sayyab'’s poetry as
aversion from the city and longing for the countryside,
mixed with
the yearning for the mother and also childhood, is an
original
romantic inclination, that has various impressions in
Arabic literature

in this century. It has also some other alternatives of

yearning for the N
golden past or in resorting to nature, to a Utopia, or <
sometimes in é
creating bewitching cities that can substitute the actual E,i
city that is full :
of pain and torture . N\

The aggressiveness of the city and fierceness of its
atmosphere is not restricted to life potentialities it offers,
as ‘death’ in the city loses much of its sacredness and
metaphysical aspects. In this respect, one can “compare
death in both the city and the village. In the village, it is
quite noticeable and highly dignified, while in the city it is
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As-Sayyab’s relationship with the city and his attitude

towards it, in comparison with his attitude towards the
village, has been an important subject for critics. Many
studies have been written on As-Sayyab’s psychological
development between the city and the village providing
answers and interpretations throughout for many
phenomena listed under this topic.

In his trip from the peaceable world of the village to
the very noisy city, As-Sayyab has passed through a deep
human experience. In the world of the village, man listens
to his high and elevated voice, together with melodies
distributed among birds, trees, and water. On the contrary,
he finds himself desolate and broken - hearted in the city
where people pass by him in a hurry without paying any
attention to him. His solitude expands until the buildings
of the city turn to be bars of a big prison encircling his soul
and strangling him. “The modern city, as the Arab poet
has informed us, used to take but did not give anything.
It overburdened him and hindered him from searching

for the necessary things” ¥ This aspect is not found in As-
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psychologically dim dimensions. Here in the city, water is

transformed into a symbol of the efficacy of the inoperative
soul which is defeated by the coldness of the material and

its inhuman aspects.
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ABSTRACT

This is a study of As-Sayyab's psychological experience
and his trip from the world of the village that represents the
amicable place, spatial utopia, and land of childhood, to the
world of the city which embodies a hostile and enclosed
place in the face of the self. The image of the village,
however, became part and parcel of As-Sayyab's attitude
towards the city. Therefore, the poet tended to portray the
city as a petrified village: its rivers are but asphalt and spite,
and its flowers as the road lights that wake up in the city's
dull and stifling night.

Water in the city has become an effective element in
the text (the poem) carrying the recipients to the fanciful
horizons of the world of the village through its first
human treatises represented in childhood innocence and
memories of felicity and peace. As-Sayyab's childhood
world is aquatic where all scenes are fully soaked in the

water of the village whereas the water of the city carried
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be restricted to highlight heritage, but rather to promote
knowledge, upgrade awareness, draw lessons and
examples, make use of values, and consolidate buffers in
order to counteract all attempts of globalization that seek
to delude our present generation that progress cannot be
achieved unless our past and heritage are relinquished.
We are therefore longing for researchers to provide
us with research topics that cope with the goals of Basrah
Heritage Center, of Al-Abbas Holy Shrine. It is also our aim
to diversify the topics including religion sciences, history,
language, literature, academic inquiry, etc. Yet, we may
sometimes focus on one specific topic in case this is found
necessary for both scholars and researchers. This Number
(10) of our Journal is an example where all research papers
deal with a poet from Basra who has creatively contributed
to bring out a new form of an Arabic poem. This poet is As-

Sayyab who has brought the Foot Poem into light.

Editorial Board
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In the Name of God, Most Merciful, Most Compassionate

Opening Address

The fact that Basrah Heritage Journal has been regularly
issued simply means that our academic communication
with researchers and scholars is noticeably expanding.
All through this, we are always keen to achieve a more
academically rigorous product. To secure success, we feel
that we should not stand still at any point; therefore, we are
always after novelty and creativity.

In this context, we are against restricting the concept of
'Heritage' that could suggest exhaustion and consumption.
To be sure, the heritage of Basra is profoundly rich and
versatile. This should motivate both researchers and readers
to be optimistic as to the continuity of our scholarly project.
Our mission, indeed, is not confined to introduce heritage
or revive it only. Instead, we find it quite useful in analyzing
our problems and their renewed concepts. Related to this,

we are looking into the 'past' as a lamp where lights mix

with our present-time lights. Our project then would not
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wherefores of the disapproval.

e: Research papers to be puplished are only those given
consent by experts in the field.

f. The researcher would be bestowed a copy of the
journal in which the research paper is published, together
with a financial reward.

13. Priority in publication is dictated by the following:

a. Research papers delivered in conferences or
symposiums held by Basra heritage Center.

b. The date of receiving the research papers concerned
by the Editor-in-Chief of the journal.

c. The date of submitting the research papers after
carrying out the required modifications.

d. Diversifying research papers topics as much as
possible.

14. Research papers should be emailed to the Center's

main office location:

Basrah heritage Center
Al Buradieia

Syd 'Amin Street,
Basrah, IRAQ
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publication.

11- The ideas contained in the research paper manifest
the viewpoints of the researchers themselves; it is not
necessary that they come in line with the general policy of
the Journal. The research papers arrangement is subject to
technical priorities.

12- All research papers are exposed to confidential
revision to secure their reliability for publication. No
research paper would be returned to researchers, whether
they are approved or not. The publication procedures are
as follows:

a:Theresearchershouldbe notifiedtodelivertheresearch
paper for publication in a two-week period maximally from
the time of submission.

b: The researchers whose papers are approved are
notified of the expected date of publication.

c: The papers to be rephrased or those that require any
modification, before publication, would be sent back to
the respective researchers together with the notes to be
prepared for final publication.

d: Notifying the researchers whose research papers are

not approved; it is not necessary to state the whys and
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documented in the endnotes, taking cognizance of the
common scientific procedures in documentation including
the title of the book, editor, publisher, publication place,
version number, publication year and page numbers. Such
procedure is used in the first reference to the source. But
if it is used again, documentation should include only the
title of the book and the page number.

7- In the case of having foreign sources, there should be
a bibliography apart from the Arabic one, and such books
and researches should be alphabetically ordered.

8-Printing all tables, pictures, graphs and charts on
attached papers, and making an allusion to their sources at
the bottom of the caption. There should be a reference to
them in the context.

9- Attaching the curriculum vitae. If the researcher
contributes to the journal for the first time, it is necessary
to manifest whether the research paper was submitted to
a conference or a symposium for publication or not. There
should be an indication to the sponsor of the project,
scientific or nonscientific, if any.

10- The research paper presented should never have

been published before, or submitted to any means of
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Publication Rules in Basrsh Heritage Journal

Basrah Heritage Quarterly Journal receives original
research papers under the provisions below:

1- The paper should cope with the interests and goals of
the journal( Basrah Heritage issues).

2- Research papers or studies to be published should
strictly be according to the globally-agreed- on standards.

3- The paper should be printed on (A4). Three copies
and a (CD) having ,approximately, 5000-10000 words
using simplified Arabic or Times New Roman font and in
pagination should be delivered to the Journal Editor in
Chief.

4- An abstract in Arabic or English, not exceeding one
page,150 words, with the research title, should be delivered
with the paper.

5- The front page should have the title, the name of the
researcher/researchers, occupation, address, telephone
number and email. Name(s) of the researcher / researchers

in the context should be avoided.

6- All sources used in the research paper should be fully
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Q In the Name of Allah Most Gracious Most Merciful

® This day I have perfected your ﬁ@
<:>© religion for you and completed O

@ my favor to you. I have approved Q:

(7@ Islam to be your religion @O

(From Surat Al-Maida - verse (3))
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