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Abstract

Yazeed bin Mas'ood is one of the noblemen of Basra who 

have received Imam Hussain's letters brought by Sulaiman 

abu Razeen, one of his supporters.  Sulaiman was later on 

killed by Ubaydellah bin Ziyad as a result of that. The letter 

was sent by Imam Hussain while staying in Mecca to Basra 

dignitaries calling them to support him. The man's response 

to Imam Hussain's call has been highly appreciated. He 

has talked directly to a number of Basra tribes including 

Bani Tameem, Bani Handhala, Bani Sa'ad, and Bani Aamer. 

Influenced by his address, they responded positively to his 

call due to his enthusiasm and bravery in supporting right 

and combating oppression and despotism. 

    Yazeed bin Mas'ood has already responded well 

and understood the letter sent by Imam Ali (PBUH). That 

letter included a highly meaningful and semantically deep 



discourse, though it was brief as a text. He chose to follow 

the right path and kept himself away from aberration. 

He adopted the same attitude in his response to Imam 

Hussain's letter.

    This paper is an attempt to study the content of bin 

Mas'ood's address highlighting its semantic features and 

eloquence. He used a highly effective  style to mobilize his 

people to stand by Imam Hussain. With his well-spoken 

address he could attract the attention of his tribesmen. The 

text of the address is, no doubt, a fine artistic piece filled 

with rich language. It has also rhetorical and communicative 

features that make it a successful means of persuation.
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Bin Hisham's Grammatical Contradictions 

with the Basris in Awdhah Al-Masalek

By
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Abstract

This study is termed 'grammatical contradictions' and not 

'objections' or 'oppositions' or any other term as bin Hisham 

himself has used the term 'contradictions'. The study is 

both descriptive and analytical as these contradictions are 

described first and then analyzed trying to show whether 

bin Hisham followed the grammarians who preceded him 

or he did that himself. Although bin Hisham had his own 

grammatical school, he sometimes agreed with the Kufis 

against Basris, and vice versa. He often agreed with the 

viewpoints of Al-Mubarred without ascribing them to him.

    The main point of the study is that bin Hisham has 

been very accurate in following up the views of those 

who have adopted the contradictions and his recognition 

of invalidating their views and claims sometimes. He 

has named the grammarians he has disagreed with,  



contradicting and discussing them and then coming to 

conclusions when necessary. He showed respect for the 

opinions of others without finding fault with them or 

reproaching them as it is clear, for example, in both Al-

Zajjaj and Al-Nahhas.
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Muhadhib al deen Al basri

and his Creed in Indicasion of Accomplishment 

Proof on Delayed Accomplishment of an 

Obligation

(comparative research)

Dr. Mahmoud M. Jayed Alaidani, assistant professor

Al-Mustafa University, Holy Qum, Iran
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Abstract

Muhadhib Al deen, Ahmed bin Abdurridha is one of 

basrah's many well-qualified scientist in many sciences, his 

date of birth is un known, but we know that during the 

1098th hijri he was alive. 

Muhadhib al deen was one of the most famous 

researchers in various sciences, his history and many books 

that he wrote witness this very clearly, as was wrote by one 

of his teachers (Al hur Al amili) in one of his books.

The logical method of deduction of Islamic rules 

demands starting whith the insurer principle that proves 

permissibility, whice means that when the time of a rule 

has past, we have no obligation or commitment to do it 

out of that time whithout an Ijtihadic proof which comes 

in the second step of deduction method.

In this specific step (the second one)Muhadhib Al deen's 



magnificent researche comes , aiming to establish a general 

rule for indicasion or no indicasion of accomplishment 

proof on delayed accomplishment of an obligation with or 

without an epic excuse.

Muhadhib Al deen have chosen not ti indicate here, 

prooving that by two steps: in the first step he listed in 

evidences of those who chose indicating, in the second 

one he listed in the evidences of those who chose  not to 

indicate ,by the end; he revocted all the first list, choosing 

not to indicate,as the same result that Akhond Khurasani 

chosed in his famous book (kifayat Al osool).

Comparing between two scientists in this specific issue 

depending on the six known levels of knowledge reveals 

a kind of superiority of one in some levels and the other 

in  other levels , there are also a similarity in some of those 

levels.
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Methods of Understanding the Qur'anic 

Text between Al-Jahedh and the 

Contemporary Viewpoint:

A Linguistic Approach

By

Dr. Hayder A. Gatea Al-Darraji

Imam Kadhem (PBUH) University College for Islamic 

Sciences, Basra







Abstract

    The interpretive vision that seeks to understand the 

intention of the Qur'anic texts depends on the linguistic 

uses being one of the approaches to understand the 

Holy Qur'an. Such an approach is the intentional criterion 

adopted by all those working in the interpretive field, both 

in the past and now. Al-Jahedh, a Mu'tazely from Basra,  

has made an effort to adapt Arabic, in most of his Qur'anic 

studies,  to serve the Qur'anic text.

    This paper is an attempt to shed light on the interpretive 

approach between Al-Jahedh and contemporary scholars 

who are doing their best to understand Qur'anic knowledge.
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The Persian siege of Basra (1624-1625) 

According to Della Valle , the Italian Traveler

By

Dr. Fatima F. Jassem, Assistant Professor,

Fatima A.J. Yasser, Lecturer,

Department of History,

College of Education for Human Sciences,

Dhi Qar University







Abstract

The writings of foreign travelers help to highlight 

important aspects of cities from political, economic, 

and social perspectives. This has helped readers to be 

acquainted with the history of cities in general. These 

writings are of special importance to study the history 

of Iraq during the Ottoman Period. Also, these writings 

provide a rich material that covers various aspects of the 

modern history of Iraq. In this respect, the trip made by 

traveler Della Valle and his observations of many cities and 

places helped to draw a clear picture of the political, social, 

and economic aspects of these cities including Basra. He, 

for example, described the Persian siege of Basra by Shah 

Abbas the First who tried to occupy it. He touched on 

the power of the Safavid army, the attitude of the ruling 

authority and people towards it, let alone the support of 



the Portuguese whom Ali Pasha Afrasiab asked for help to 

secure the marine frontiers of the city.
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A Treatise on Slaughtering Fish

By Sayyed Abdul Razzaq bin Ali Al-Helou

Inspected by

Mudrek Sh. Al-Hassoon,

Researcher, Basra Heritage Center
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Abstract

Religious scholars are always keen to bring to light and 

introduce life subjects which are of concern for common 

people, together with some subjects that bear differences 

and inqueries. Such efforts are crystallized in the form of 

a book, a treatise, a letter, etc, depending on the topic 

concerned.  The treatise under study is an example. The 

author has adopted the survey and analysis approach, 

followed by the religious opinion on the matter in question.

The present paper tackles five main matters, four 

minor points, and four explanations. The main theme is 

about the religiously right way of slaughtering fish to be 

more permissible to people. Based on Islamic doctrine, 

slaughtering fish covers catching fish, fishing tools, etc. The 

study is based on a single manuscript (16 pages) found in 

Imam Hakeem Library in Holy Najaf. The original texts have 



been verified, investigated, interpreted and then classified 

adding the necessary titles. Any linguistic peculiarities 

have been explained.
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The Geographical Distribution of Religious 

Sanctuaries in Basra

Researcher: Mohsen Rabih Ghanem







Abstract

The city of Basra is distinguished by its old-style 

architecture, especially in its center (Old Basra and Ashar), 

around which the residential areas were set up. There is 

the city's old well-known mosque, Al-Kawwaz, that has 

the tomb of Mohammad Ameen Al-Kawwaz. The city 

embraces also burials, shrines, and other religious places 

that reflect the close connection among the inhabitants of 

the city, the religious tolerance and peaceful coexistence. 

These features have been distinctive characteristics of the 

city whose  present entity continued more that 5 centuries. 

The present study will focus on sanctuaries of Basra based 

on its geographical distribution.
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- Wool:  The production of wool in Iraq did not exceed 

82.000 quintals which is about 10.6% of the world 

production. The exports of Iraqi wool for the years 1959 - 

1962 were limited in comparison with the wool imported 

from abroad. Yet, the Iraqi wool is known for its high quality.
(67) Iraq's exports of wool decreased in 1963 due to the 

expansion in the spinning and textile industry.(68)

5. Conclusion

The year 1958 constituted a big change and an important 

factor in Iraq. Basra Seaport was among the establishments 

affected by that change. The new economic policy and new 

institutions witnessed in Iraq led to project the role of the 

public sector. The Port therefore achieved lucid progress 

in its external trade activity. The Iraqi government has 

succeeded in developing its relations with world countries. 

Basra Port also contributed considerably to the commercial 

services connected with the imports and exports from and 

to Iraq.
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out this project. Basra Silo was inaugurated on 1 October, 

1961, with 102 stores to store cereals from local farmers of 

Basra and other governorates, or the cereals imported from 

abroad.(63)

In 1962, the quantity of wheat exported through Basra 

Port amounted to 38.844 tons while the quantity of barley 

was around 15.073 tons.(64)

b. Raw Materials

- Leather: Iraq's exports of leather across Basra Port 

during 1958 - 1959 were about 224 tons only out of world 

product. This is because Iraqi leather is less in quality than the 

leather products of some countries such as Pakistan, India, 

or Nigeria.(65) In 1960, Iraq's exports of leather amounted to 

a cost of 623.000 dinars with a percentage of 7.5% of Iraqi 

exports. In 1961, the cost of exports amounted to 578.000 

dinars with a percentage of 7.5%. In 1962, the exports of 

leather abroad amounted to a cost of 964.000 dinars with a 

percentage of 4.5%, while in 1963, the cost of Iraqi exports 

of leather amounted to 990.000 dinars with a percentage of 

6% of the value of all Iraqi exports.(66)
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not exceed 1.1%, since any increase in this percentage will 

affect the prices of barley exported abroad.(60)

- Rice: Rice came third after wheat and barley as to 

production and cultivated area. It is highly important within 

the foodstuff favored in Iraq. Iraq's exports of rice in 1960 

across Basra Port amounted to 172.000 tons while in 1961, 

the exports increased to 862.000 tons. Iraq's imports of rice 

amounted to 53.338 tons with a cost of 2.719.312 dinars. 

The Iranian ships loaded with rice (14.163 tons) that entered 

Basra Port were 2 while Japanese ships (21.754 tons)  were 

4.(61) The storage capacity of the Port at that time was about 

200.000 tons, in addition to other areas to receive heavy 

cargoes.(62)

The Iraqi government then put an economic plan 

with the aim of implementing projects that develop 

cereals production in the country especially in Basra. As a 

consequence, Basra Silo was set up on the bank of Shatt 

Al-Arab to facilitate importing and exporting various 

agricultural products. Some international companies like 

the American  Pooler and the German Siemens carried 
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Syria came second.(56)

- Cereals: This kind of agricultural product is of high 

importance within Iraq's exports through Basra Port. These 

cereals were internationally in demand. Wheat and barley 

were the most important of these cereals.

- Wheat: It is highly important being a basic foodstuff. 

Iraq is a wheat-producing country. It produced around 1020 

tons, i.e. 13.47% of the total product of Arab countries.(57)

In spite of Iraq's high production of wheat during 1958 - 

1959, the Iraqi government prevented the exports of wheat 

due to the local need to it as the number of population has 

increased. For this reason, Iraq imported wheat amounting 

to 1.055.138 tons from European countries. The quantity of 

wheat imported in 1960 amounted to 15.494 tons.(58)

- Barley: This product came second after wheat. In 1959, 

the quantity of barley exported to European countries 

amounted to 433.090 tons  with a cost of 814.461 dinars. In 

1960, the quantity of barley exported to France amounted 

to 462.210 tons with a cost of 8.700 dinars.(59)

Iraq's imports of the total world production of barley did 
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markets:(50)

- U.S. Market: The exports of Iraqi dates across Basra Port 

to the United States in 1961 amounted to 23.143 tons with 

a cost of 1082 thousand dinars.(51)

- British Market: The exports of Iraqi dates to Britain 

amounted to 3820 thousand dinars in 1961. The number of 

British ships that entered and left Basra Port were 29 with a 

total cargo of 100.751 tons.(52)

- Italian Market: The Iraqi dates exported to Italy in 

1961 amounted to 8.610 tons while the number of Italian 

ships that entered Basra Port were 4.(53) The Port authorities 

imposed charges on the exported dates. This increased the 

cost of dates exported to European and other countries. 

Iraq's imports of Italian productive goods in 1962 amounted 

to 588.760 dinars. Iraqi exports of dates to socialist countries 

in 1962 amounted to 112.531 tons.(54) This is mainly owing 

to cordial political relations with these countries especially 

the Soviet Union and China.(55) The cost of exports of Iraqi 

dates to some Arab  countries amounted to about 140.000 

dinars. Lebanon was the first importer of Iraqi dates while 
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and Europe's markets had to import dates directly from 

Iraqi ports. The markets of Italy, Jedda, and Egypt were 

exempted from this.(46) The quantity of dates exported to 

the United Kingdom amounted to 5.316 tons, 9.022 tons 

to the United States, and 2.251 tons to Australia. The dates 

exported through Basra Port to some Arab Gulf states 

amounted to 4.650 tons, while the number of ships that 

entered and left the Port came to 1182.(47)

In 1960, the Deiry dates, a type of dates, were exported 

for the first time.(48) The total amount of dates exported in 

1960 amounted to 29.676 tons on August. In September, 

it amounted to 18.154 tons, while the total quantity of 

exported dates through Basra Port amounted to 483.517 

tons.(49)

To manage the trade of dates and secure suitable prices 

for producers and owners,  the Iraqi Cabinet decided in 1961 

to let Dates Trade Company to buy the dates produced in 

Basra directly from their owners. A delegation from this 

company travelled to Europe and succeeded in holding 

deals  to sell Iraqi dates through Basra Port to the following 
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the Port in transportation and trade. It helped to develop 

the country's economic infrastructure and its productive 

capacity.(43) Basra Port imported different types of goods, 

most important of which were textiles, tobacco, sugar and 

tea. Iraq's exports included dates, cereals, leather, wool, etc.
(44) as follows:

a. Foodstuff

- Dates: The exports of Iraqi dates constituted prominent 

importance in Iraq's external trade across Basra Port. The 

quantity of dates, of various types exported in 1958 to 

socialist countries, amounted to 338.985 tons, while the 

number of ships entering Basra Port and leaving it came to 

1518.(45)

In 1959, the Council of the Iraqi Dates Society, with 

the approval of the Ministry of Trade, issued instructions 

on market specialization based on the types of dates. Al-

Hillawi and Al-Khadhrawi dates were exported to the 

United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Australia and 

New Zealand. The Red Sea markets including the Sudan, 

Yemen, East African Ports, the Arabian Sea, the Arab Gulf 
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28 January 1960. The agreement aimed at enhancing 

economic cooperation, growing commercial exchange, and 

bolstering friendly relations through trade. It was agreed to 

balance both imports and exports of the goods transported 

between Basra Port and Egyptian ports. The quantity of 

goods exported to Egypt, mainly dates, amounted to 4.569 

tons with a cost amounting to 86.062 dinars.(41)

c. The Agreement of Arab Financial Establishment

in 1961, Iraq signed the Arab Financial Establishment 

Agreement for Economic development. During 1962 - 1963, 

Iraq took part in the meetings of the Economic Council in 

Cairo. The Council agreed to cancel the restraints imposed 

on imports and exports licenses among Arab countries, 

facilitate commercial transactions, and organize transit 

trade among Arab countries.(42)

4.3 The Third Section: Importance of Basra Port for 

Iraq's External Trade (1958 - 1963)

Basra Port assumed lucid importance in Iraq's external 

trade. This has been achieved through the role played by 
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4.2.3 Arab Countries

a. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with Egypt

Iraq and Egypt signed a commercial agreement on 15 

November, 1958. The agreement stipulated that the two 

parties should import agricultural, animal, and industrial 

products from each other. It was agreed to facilitate 

carrying commercial goods between Egyptian ports and 

Basra Port. A supplement was added to the agreement 

later on that listed goods exempted from customs duties 

where a tariff amounting to 75% of the normal tariff was 

granted. According to the agreement, the quantity of Iraqi 

dates exported to Egypt amounted to 8.750 tons with a 

cost of 134.810 dinars.(38)

The year 1959 witnessed disagreements between Iraq 

and Egypt where Iraq  accused the Egyptian authorities of 

supporting Mosul Revolution of 195939; yet, commercial 

relations continued between them.(40)

b. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with Tunisia

Iraq and Tunisia signed a commercial agreement on 
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agreement in 1960. The agreement stressed the importance 

of expanding trade including exchanging of goods in 

accordance with imports and exports regulations in effect 

in both countries. The agreement included free entry into 

Iraqi ports and costs of loading and unloading goods. In 

line with this agreement, Indonesia imported Iraqi dates 

amounting to 8.000 tons, and the number of ships entering 

into Basra Port came to 35.(35)

c. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with China

Iraq and China signed a commercial agreement on 

25 May, 1961. The agreement identified the types of 

commodities to be imported or exported between the 

two countries. The cost of Iraqi exports through Basra Port 

to China amounted to 134.500 dinars, and the number of 

ships that entered Basra Port were 191.(36)

For the period 1958 - 1963, most countries that signed 

agreements with Iraq pledged to import certain Iraqi goods 

while Iraq pledged to import certain goods from these 

countries. Dates was the main commodity exported by Iraq 

to them.(37)
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and India signed a commercial agreement on 29 December, 

1958. The agreement reflected the two countries' wish to 

enhance commercial relations taking into consideration 

the mutual interests. The agreement also tackled matters 

related to marine transportation through Basra Port and to 

the costs of loading and unloading goods, taxes, and the 

holding of commercial fairs.(33)

In 1959, an Iraqi delegation visited India and held talks 

with the Indian government. The visit aimed at bolstering 

commercial ties between the two countries. The commercial 

exchange of goods developed noticeably especially for 

goods like Iraqi dates and Indian tea. In this respect, the 

quantity of Iraqi dates exported to India through Basra 

Port amounted to 51.211 tons while the number of ships 

entering and leaving Basra Port came to 22.(34)

b. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with Indonesia

Indonesia's foreign policy stood by the Iraqi 14 July 

Revolution. Iraq in turn took a friendly attitude. The 

two countries exchanged visits. As a result of such a 

rapprochement, Iraq and Indonesia signed a commercial 



35

Dr. Yassin T. Yassin Al-Haroun, Professor - Aqeel A.K. Mattar Al-Ka'by, Assistant Lecturer

Third Year- Volume No.3 Issue No.9 Muharram 1441 A.H / September 2019 A.D

tons. Denmark exported industrialized goods. Some of 

these goods were exempted from customs duties in trade 

transactions between the two countries. The number of 

ships entering to and leaving from Basra Port was 103. 

Some procedures were taken to encourage selling and 

buying goods.(31)

f. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with Finland

Iraq signed a commercial agreement with Finland in 

1961 with the aim of expanding commercial transactions 

and facilitating commercial exchange including organizing 

commercial fairs and promoting Finland exports to Iraq 

through Basra Port. The cost of Iraqi imports of machinery 

and instruments from Finland came to 313.421 dinars.(32)

4.2.2. Asian Countries

a. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with India

India welcomed the Revolution of 14th July, 1958, being 

a noticeable turnover from alignment policy to a positive 

neutrality policy India used to call for. As a result of the 

political rapprochement between the two countries, Iraq 
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of equality and mutual benefits between the two countries. 

It also provided customs facilities between Iraqi ports and 

Soviet ports. This was added to the expansion of transit 

trade. The two countries also signed a protocol on the Soviet 

legal commercial status in Iraq. The two countries have 

signed another commercial agreement on 18 August 1960 

according to which the Soviet Union granted Iraq a loan of 

180 million rubles to finance economic projects including 

Basra Port by developing its quays  and storehouses.(29)

e. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with Denmark

A commercial agreement was signed between Iraq and 

Denmark on 12 January, 1960. The agreement reflected the 

two countries' wish to grow and expand trade relations 

between them through economic ties based on respect 

for mutual interests. The agreement also granted the two 

parties privileges as to trade, especially on customs matters 

and costs of storing goods in Basra Port.(30)

The agreement identified Iraqi goods, mainly dates, to 

be exported to Denmark through Basra Port. The quantity 

of Iraqi dates exported to Denmark amounted to 8.685 
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on 21 December, 1958, following negotiations between 

the Iraqi Ministry of Economy and representatives of the 

Czech  government in Baghdad. The two countries have 

expressed their wish to expand economic cooperation 

and commercial relations based on equality and reciprocal 

profits. The two parties sought to facilitate the exchange 

of goods, granting imports and exports licenses across 

Basra Seaport and according to the laws and regulations 

of the two countries. Tables were later on added to the 

agreement listing goods to be exported through Basra 

Port to Czechoslovakia and vice versa. After that, a new 

agreement was signed between the two countries. The 

volume of Czech exports to Iraq amounted to 49.500.000 

million krones. Machinery constituted 8.5% of the total 

exports. The Czech Republic imported 15.570 tons of Iraqi 

foodstuff.(28)

d. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with the Soviet 

Union

Iraq and the Soviet Union signed a commercial agreement 

on 16 march, 1959. The agreement laid down the principles 
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amount of its productive goods to Iraq.(26)

b. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with Romania

Iraq and Romania signed a trade agreement on 14 

December, 1958, in Baghdad. The two countries expanded 

trade exchange between them. The two parties pledged 

to grant imports and exports licenses of the goods listed in 

the agreement. Iraq, on its part, granted Romanian ships all 

facilities required to ensure a free entry into Basra Seaport 

together with the customs duties of loading and unloading. 

Romania had to export equipment, manufactured goods, 

etc. A list of the goods to be exported from Romania to Iraq 

and vice versa was added to the agreement later on.

This agreement, thus, promoted the productive capacity 

of Basra Port and raised its revenues. The Iraqi dates 

exported to Romania through Basra Port amounted to 368 

thousand tons with a cost coming to 23.433 dinars.(27)

c. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with 

Czechoslovakia

Iraq and Czechoslovakia signed a commercial agreement 
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countries was characterized by reciprocal commercial 

cooperation without breaching the country's sovereignty 

and independence. Such relations were based on a number 

of commercial agreements with the aim of bolstering Iraq's 

exports. The following are the most important of these 

agreements:(25)

a. Commercial Cooperation Agreement with 

Yugoslavia

A commercial agreement was held with Yugoslavia 

on 2 October, 1958. The agreement promoted trade 

transactions between the two countries and also increased 

the volume of transit trade through Iraqi ports including 

Basra Port and Yugoslavian ports. Another agreement was 

signed to host 64 Yugoslavia sailors to work in the Iraqi 

ships. The agreement stipulated also that companies from 

one country could carry out economic activity in the other 

country, follow up commercial relations, exchange skills 

and expertise, and provide machinery to Iraq. It was agreed 

also that Yugoslavia should import Iraqi dates through Basra 

Port and other Iraqi ports in quantities equal to a certain 
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4.2 Second Section: The Influence of External 

Agreements on Trade in Basra 

Seaport

In 1958, Basra Seaport played an important role in 

developing Iraq's external trade. Iraq needed to promote 

its economic relations with other countries to obtain profits 

and develop agricultural and industrial products. The 

growth of external trade was accompanied with the means 

of transportation such as the national Transportation 

Company and marine transportation including Basra Port.(21) 

To back up the external commercial activity, both imports 

and exports of foodstuff and raw materials had to be 

improved. This required holding a number of commercial 

agreements with socialist, capitalist,(22) European, Asian and 

Arab countries to support Iraq's economy.(23)

4.2.1 European Countries

European socialist countries were the first to recognize 

14 July Revolution, 1958, led by Abdul Kareem Qassim.(24) As 

a result, Iraq established political and commercial relations 

with these countries. Iraq's policy towards capitalist 
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(15) The Iraqi government therefore allocated in 1959 a 

budget to develop quays and storehouses in Basra Port  of 

20.000 dinars. Port spending at that time on maintaining 

air conditioning stores amounted to 2.000 dinars. The 

revenues obtained from goods stacked up in the port floor 

amounted to 300.000 dinars. The charges of unloading 

goods came to 215.000 dinars,(16) while the cost of serving 

ships amounted to 15.000 dinars. The quayage and storage 

on goods at the Port amounted to 350.000 dinars. This is an 

indicator of the promotion of the loading and unloading 

of ships in the Port as revenues obtained came to 700.000 

dinars.(17)

In 1961, the Port administration developed the 

storehouses, the number of which reached 32 provided 

with equipment, cranes, and other requirements.(18) This 

was reflected positively on the activity of the Port which 

began to receive ships of various cargoes.(19) During 1962 - 

1963, the Port included more areas for storing and stacking 

up  goods such as iron, timber, plastic pipes, etc.(20)
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goods includes also carrying goods inside the Port. These 

equipment have been improved in harmony with the 

development of the sizes and types of ships. In 1959, the 

Port administration bought electric cranes with the capacity 

of 3- 6 tons. These cranes amounted to 61 with a loading 

capacity amounting to 61 thousand tons.(12) 

4.1.3 Means of Transportation Available in the Port

Loading and unloading goods from ships entails the 

availability of means of transportation inside the Port 

to provide the services required. Such means are also 

needed to convey goods to the city of Basra. This requires 

'planning' the city of the Port (Basra) to secure integrity 

between the city and its Port.(13) For this reason, the Iraqi 

government allocated in 1959 a budget of 120.000 dinars 

where railways were set up  to carry cargoes from the main 

quays and storehouses inside the Port to various parts of 

Iraq. The revenues gained amounted to 1.300.000 dinars.(14)

4.1. 4 Storage Capacity of the Port

There should exist other facilities to support the capacities 

of the Port quays to ensure a flexible movement of goods.
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be the major contributor of the Port's trade. The volume 

of commodities unloaded in Basra Port amounted to 1057 

thousand tons; the exports amounted to 924 thousand 

tons. These transactions motivated the Port's administration 

to facilitate delivering the goods in a flexible manner. The 

following elements are of special importance in this respect:

4.1.1 Identifying the Sizes and Nature of Ships Entering 

the Port and Leaving it

This procedure requires identifying the types and sizes 

of ships anchoring to the Port's quays. The Port , for this 

reason, should be always ready to receive these ships.(9) 

The Iraqi government put a budget for Basra Port in 1959 

which amounted to 68.500 dinars to operate quays and 

storehouses; 66.500 dinars to operate cranes and 200.000 

dinars for maintenance.(10) The number of quays increased 

into 15 capable of receiving 12 ships of different cargoes at 

the same time.(11)

4.1.2 Shipping Goods

The equipment used in shipping and unloading 
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conveyed through railways and marine transportation. 

There are two reasons for this:

1. The Iraqi economy at that time was based on oil 

exports. The imports included industrial goods, cereals, 

agricultural machinery, etc.

2. The development of highways that connect Iraq with 

other countries.(5)

Also, in 1958, The Supreme Iraqi Financing Committee 

sought to organize the trade imports. The main aim was 

to safeguard the country's industry by preventing the 

imports of goods similar to local ones and decreasing the 

imports of luxurious and entertaining goods to promote 

Iraq's economic development.(6) The rate of exports in 

1958 increased to $374 millions. Such an increase led 

to improve the Iraqi national income. It was reflected on 

the development of economic and commercial sectors 

including Basra Seaport.(7) Despite the increase of exports at 

that time, the imports were much needed for Iraq especially 

machinery and foodstuff.(8) 

The promotion of commercial activity is considered to 
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(1958 - 1963) covering the Port's imports and exports.

The study has made use of different sources including 

Ph.D. theses and M.A. dissertations, books, newspapers, the 

Iraqi Ports Authority's annual reports, etc.

4.1 First Section: Abdul Kareem Qassim's Policy 

Towards Developing Trade 

Activity in Basra Seaport.

Iraq enjoys a marine location on the Arab Gulf. Therefore, 

Basra Seaport has a prominent status together with a vital 

geographic location.(1) This Port serves as an effective tool 

to activate the Iraqi national economy through its external 

trade activity.(2)

The political changes in Iraq witnessed in 1958 (3) 

directly affected transportation which has expanded due 

to regional relationships among various countries despite 

their politically disparate inclinations.(4) Following these 

political changes, some changes occurred in the Ministry of 

Transport. As a result, the percentage of exports decreased 

in comparison with imports that began to increase. 

Economic developments led to increase exported goods 



24

The Effect of Trade Openness of the Iraqi Government with Other Countries...

Basrah Heritage Quarterly Refereed Journal

3. Problems of the Study

The state departments and offices concerned did not 

show cooperation in providing the necessary information 

needed to write on Basra Seaport external trade. The 

researchers were therefore forced to use the alternative 

solution: books, newspapers, personal interviews, 

magazines, publications, etc. to compensate for the lack of 

the data required.

4. Research Methodology

This study is divided into an introduction, three main 

sections, and a conclusion. The First Section deals with 

the policy followed by Abdul Kareem Qassim towards 

developing the trade activity in Basra Seaport. This includes 

a survey of the most important service developments 

witnessed in the Port after 14th July Revolution, 1958. The 

Second Section covers the influence of external agreements 

on the trade activities in Basra Seaport shedding light on the 

agreements held with various world countries. The Third 

Section tackles the importance of Basra Port for the period 
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1. Introduction

Studying Iraq's openness with other countries for the 

period 1958 - 1963 is of special importance. The Seaport 

of Basra is considered to be the only outlet for Iraq for the 

outer world. Through this port, the external commercial 

transactions are carried out. It is the marine passage for 

various commercial goods and also for ships including 

shipment and unloading. Besides, the Iraqi government 

at that time has undertaken some political changes that 

contributed to the development of the Port being an 

effective tool for activating the national economy through 

commercial exchanges connected with Iraqi imports and 

exports.

2. Importance of the Study

This paper highlights the important role of Basra Seaport 

in Iraq's external transactions.  It also tackles the policies of 

economic openness and expectations of promoting Iraq's 

commercial transactions.
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Abstract

The present study aims at investigating trade openness 

policy of the Iraqi government following the 14th of July 

Revolution, 1958, and the inclinations shown in dealing with 

various countries regardless of  their political orientations. 

Special attention has been paid to the impact of such 

openness on the commercial activities of Basra Seaport. The 

study highlights also the lucid attention paid by the Iraqi 

government to develop the Port through increasing the 

number quays, promoting their capacities, the increasing 

quantities of imported goods, and enhancing its role in the 

national economy. This arises from the importance of Basra 

Seaport which plays a leading role in the commercial and 

industrial sectors.
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1625), its consequences and effects according to the 

Italian traveler Della Valle. In addition, there is a research 

work on an inquiry of a  manuscript entitled A Treatise on 

Slaughtering Fish, and another paper on the geographic 

distribution of religious endowments in Basra. Finally, the 

English research paper is on Iraq’s commercial relationships 

with other countries via Basra Port (1958-1963).

It is hoped that the knowledge expressed in Number 9 

of our Bulletin would shed more light on the rich heritage 

of Basra.

Editorial Board

1- Read this hadeeth: “We, the community of prophets, are not 
bequeathed”. See, Al-Ehtejaj (The Protest) by Al-Tubrisy: 1/142.

2- Ahmad F. Al-Ajarma “Mohammad Aabed Al-Jabery and Heritage”. 
The Jordanian Journal of Social Sciences. Vol. 12, No. 3, 2019.

3- Al- Kafy: 1/52.



central tendency. Such a tendency still seeks to explore 

the particulars of heritage in various parts of the world the 

Europeans  entered either peacefully or by war. A questions 

is raised here: Why do they gather almost everything related 

to these countries, monopolize it and even confiscate other 

nations’ heritage?! An example is cited in this Number of 

our Bulletin where the occupation troops that entered 

Iraq in 2003 have seized the tombs memorial plates in a 

cemetery for Jews in Basra.

Number 9 of this Bulletin contains a number of research 

papers that tackle various subjects. The first paper is on 

Imam Hussain’s letter sent to the citizens of Basra and 

Yazeed bin Mas’ood Al-Nahshaly’s answer of that letter. 

The second paper is on Basra’ grammar in the views of bin 

Hisham. The third paper reviews the scholarly views of of 

Muhadhab Eddin  Al- Basri in his manuscript entitled The 

Dear Masterpiece. Another paper is on understanding the 

Qur’anic text adopting a linguistic approach between Al-

Jahedh and contemporary scholars. The next paper is on 

modern history, namely the Persian Siege of Basra (1624-



Strangely enough, some modern researchers maintain 

that the term ‘heritage’ was not used in the past to mean 

cultural and intellectual heritage! The real meaning, they 

claim, is restricted solely and basically to the dead person’s 

patrimony to one’s sons and daughters.(2) In fact, the 

concept of heritage’ is firmly established in the Islamic 

nations’ thought in various aspects. This is manifest in the 

compilations and books of men of letters at that time, the 

due care given to circulating books, the scholars’ sessions, 

etc. In this respect, it is interesting to highlight here what 

has been reported by Imam Ja’far Al-Sadeq as conveyed to 

him by Imam Hussain on advising somebody to continue 

writing and transferring his knowledge to his brothers; in 

case this person dies, his sons should inherit his  books and 

other publications.(3) 

One of the important  issues here is the awareness of 

the feasibility of heritage. However, some views and beliefs 

are away from understanding the importance of heritage 

and its role in engendering awareness and its renewal 

that could lead to pull down what is called the European 



Opening Address

In The Name of Allah, the Compassionate and the 

Merciful

There is no doubt that the term ‘heritage’ , especially 

at present, has stabilized conceptually and procedurally 

in many aspects (moral, human, and scientific). This 

conceptual stability has been governed by various factors 

which have generally sought to investigate, fathom, study 

old heritage critically and compare it with international 

heritage systems. This can help to project the distinctive 

characteristics of our old heritage.

Yet, it is quite clear for any serious research of Arabic  

and Islamic heritage that it has deep-rooted origins. The 

concept of ‘heritage’ in this respect has been stated in the 

Holy Qur’an. Some traditions (ahadeeth) have been devised 

and attributed to Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), with the 

aim to firm up such a concept -- purposefully for political 

reasons.(1)
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